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                                                 TD 6: Study of Insects 

 

Generalities 

 

A predominant part of biodiversity, both in terms of the number of species and 

biomass, as well as in the functioning of trophic chains, there are different types of 

methods: 

- Absolute methods: on a surface or within a given volume, isolate, through 

cumulative and continuous capture systems, all the present invertebrates. These 

include, for example, the following methods: extraction cylinder, vacuum, emergence 

trap; 

For the herbaceous layer, extraction cylinders (all organic matter is collected in a 

cylindrical volume, and insects living in or on the vegetation are gathered) or 

vacuums are used. For the study of litter, insects can be collected using a Berlese 

funnel. 

 

 

- semi-exhaustive methods: whose objective is to correlate the sample to an 

estimated surface or volume. These include, for example, the following methods: 

mowing, threshing, peeling/brushing, sieving; 

 

- Mowing : Using a sweep net, detaching the insects from the host plant (herbaceous 

layer) under the shock. 
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Beating: It involves striking or vigorously shaking the branches (shrub or tree layer) 

alive or dead with a stick, in order to make the insects fall onto a so-called mounted 

net or "Japanese umbrella." 

 

 

Relative methods: sight hunting, thermal fogging, interception traps, or attractant 

traps. Intercept trap: bait trap 

 

 

 

                                                          Attractive trap 
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Light trap : 

 

Summary of prospecting methods 

 

 

Characteristics of the application of entomological inventory methods 

 


