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Types of Legal Systems

Lesson Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

o Explain the main types of legal systems in the world.

o Identify the key features of Common Law and Civil Law systems.
« Recognize which legal system is applied in Algeria.

« Main Sources of Law in Algeria

« Understand essential legal terms with accurate Arabic translations.

1. Major Legal Systems in the World: there are two major legal systems

A. Common Law System

Used in: United Kingdom, United States, Canada, Australia...

Based on: Judicial decisions (court rulings), known as precedents.
Judges play a central role in creating law by interpreting past decisions.
Few written codes — instead, laws evolve through court cases.

Key Features:
o Case law is a primary source of law.
« Judicial interpretation is important.
o Flexible and adapts with time.
Example: If a court decides a case today, future similar cases must follow the same decision.
B. Civil Law System (Algeria uses this one)
Used in: France, Algeria, Egypt, Germany, Italy...
Based on: Written legal codes and legislation.

Judges apply the law strictly according to the written texts.
Court decisions do not create law.

Key Features:
e Law is written in codes (e.g., civil code, penal code).
o Judges interpret and apply existing laws, but do not create new ones.
« Originated from Roman law and was developed in Napoleonic France.

Example: A judge uses the Civil Code of Algeria to decide a case, not previous decisions.

2. Main Sources of Law in Algeria

A. The Constitution _ gl
e Supreme law of the country.
e All other laws must respect it.
C o) Bl e gl s DU 8 eI 0 gl g ) il

B. Legislation (Statutory Law) gl



o Laws made by the Parliament (¢l al).
e Includes the Civil Code, Penal Code, etc.
damy i) Al e aliall ) SlEl) o ag el
C. Islamic Law (dsaduay) day yad)
o Especially important in family law and inheritance

D. Custom (<)

« Traditions accepted by society and recognized by courts.
Especially used in rural areas or in absence of written law.

Lilioad Loy o yinall 5 Lo Laia) 40 gl 44 gi€al) e sac 8l g jall
E. Case Law (Jurisprudence / (slaill algiad)

o Judicial interpretations of the law.
e Not a source of law, but used for clarification.:

el alaill & Ulaal | jaae (el 43S0 ¢ il audat A0S e 5 Al aSkaall <l ) 8,

F. International Treaties (4 sall cLBl)

« Agreements signed by Algeria with other countries.
o Have legal force once ratified.

4 gal) CLBEN): Lgale ABsliadl) aey oyl all 3 Al AUaill e 12 3 e,

The Algerian legal system is largely codified and based on written legislation, such as:

o The Algerian Civil Code (g (Haall & gilall)
e The Penal Code («al.,ajsfia OS8)
 The Family Code (53! 0 5)

3. Key Legal Concepts with Arabic Translations

| English Term | Definition [ Arabic Translation |
Legal system I:Ensttycture of laws and institutions in a il s
ICommon Law |IA system based on court decisions and precedent || (bl Gl pudl e 28l alall ¢ 538l
Civil Law |A system based on written codes and statutes || (s e 28 Sl o208l
Precedent |IA previous court decision used as a rule [ dplisd 25
Code |A systematic collection of written laws | X5
Constitution |[The highest legal document in a country | sl
[Statute |A law passed by the legislature [ Gny il Al (e ylas) 54
Judge [The person who applies the law in court [ (o=l




