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COMPOUND NOUNS & ADJECTIVES 

 

In this unit, we look at compound nouns and adjectives. These are groups of two or more nouns or 

adjectives, which are combined to express a complex single idea. Compounds are widely used in scientific 

and technological English as they allow new concepts with multiple meanings to be expressed in a concise 

way. 

There are a large number of frequently used formulaic compounds: "Greenhouse effect", "Geneva 

Peace Conference", "gamma ray detector" but there is no definitive list as combinations are always being 

"invented" to express new concepts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

There are a large number of frequently used formulaic compounds: Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA), 

Acetyl-Coenzyme A (Acetyl-CoA), Adenosine Triphosphate,... but there is no definitive list as combinations 

are always being "invented" to express new concepts. 

 

 

As you know, nouns can be modified in several different ways: 

1. ADJECTIVES : A big / a general / a private / a mental... hospital. 

 

2. POSSESSIVE FORMS: A children's hospital. 

 

3. "-ING" PARTICIPLES: A teaching hospital. 

 

4. PAST PARTICIPLES : A well-built / a modernly-equipped ... hospital. 

 

5. Prepositional Phrases:  Phrases that start with a preposition and add context. 

The substrate binds to the enzyme at the active site. 

 

6. Relative Clauses: Clauses that provide more information about the noun. 

Enzymes, which are biological catalysts, speed up chemical reactions in the body. 
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