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Compare and Contrast

1. What is a compare and contrast essay?

Compare and contrast is a rhetorical style that discusses the similarities and differences of two or more things: ideas, concepts, items, places, etc. This rhetorical style is one that you’ll see often as a complete essay, but you may also use it quite a lot within paragraphs of any kind of essay in which you need to make some kind of comparison to help illustrate a point.

A compare and contrast essay does two things: It discusses the similarities and differences of at least two different things. First, you must find a basis of comparison to be sure that the two things have enough in common.
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2. Discovering similarities and differences
Making a Venn diagram or a chart can help you quickly and efficiently compare and contrast two or more things or ideas. To make a Venn diagram, simply draw some overlapping circles, one circle for each item you’re considering. In the central area where they overlap, list the traits the two items have in common.9-+Assign each one of the areas that doesn’t overlap; in those areas, you can list the traits that make the things different. Here’s a very simple example, using two pizza places:
[image: Venn diagram indicating that both Pepper's and Amante serve pizza with unusual ingredients at moderate prices, despite differences in location, wait times, and delivery options]
3. Why is comparing and contrasting texts an important skill?
Here are a few reasons why comparing and contrasting texts is an important skill for upper elementary readers:
· It requires an attention to detail, which is important for comprehension.
· It helps students organize information.
· It is a foundational skill to many higher-level critical thinking skills, such as synthesizing.
Comparing and contrasting is huge for comprehending and synthesizing texts. Students need to be able to focus on essential details, analyze what they are reading, and make connections and comparisons between multiple texts. 
4. Key Words for Compare and Contrast

a. The following words signal that two pieces are being compared: 
	also
	both
	In the same way
	In addition
	Most important
	Similarly 

	As well as
	comparatively
	Just as 
	like
	The same as 
	too







b. The following words signal that two pieces are being contrasted: 



	although
	besides
	Conversely 
	Even tough
	however
	Similarly 

	but
	Compared with
	differ
	furthermore
	In contrast to
	instead

	Less tan
	More than
	nevertheless
	notwithstanding
	On the other hand
	otherwise

	Rather than
	regardless
	Though 
	unless
	unlike
	while
	yet
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Figure 1. Comparing and contrasting means looking
for similanties and differences between two things,
‘which you can see nicely In a Venn diagram.
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