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Mila University Center        2024/2025 

Department of Letters and Foreign Languages 

Module: Civilisation (L. 1\ Semester 2) 

Lecturer: Dr. M. BOULBERHANE 

 

Lecture Three:  Settlements in The New World 

I. Introduction 

The settlement of the New World was a defining moment in history, marking the beginning of 

European colonization in the Americas. The process was driven by economic ambition, 

religious motives, and the desire for territorial expansion. European powers such as Spain, 

Portugal, England, France, and the Netherlands established colonies, each with distinct 

political, social, and economic systems. These settlements reshaped the indigenous landscapes 

and laid the foundations for modern nations. This lesson explores the major European 

settlements, their impact, and their legacy. 

1. Spanish Colonization: Conquest and Missionary Efforts 

The Spanish Empire was the first European power to establish permanent settlements in 

the New World. Following Christopher Columbus’s voyages, Spain focused on conquest 

and resource extraction. 

• St. Augustine (1565): The first permanent European settlement in present-day United 

States, founded in Florida by the Spanish. 

• Santa Fe (1610): A key center of Spanish administration and religious conversion in 

the American Southwest. 

• Mexico City (1521): Built on the ruins of Tenochtitlán, it became the capital of New 

Spain and a major colonial hub. 

Spanish colonization relied on the encomienda system, which forced indigenous 

people into labor under Spanish landowners. Missionaries, particularly Jesuits and 

Franciscans, played a significant role in converting Native Americans to Christianity. 
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2. English Settlements: The Rise of the Thirteen Colonies 

Unlike the Spanish, the English established colonies primarily for economic opportunities 

and religious freedom. 

• Jamestown (1607): The first permanent English settlement in North America, 

founded in Virginia by the Virginia Company. It struggled with disease and food 

shortages but survived through tobacco cultivation. 

• Plymouth Colony (1620): Founded by the Pilgrims, who sought religious freedom 

from England. The colony established self-governance through the Mayflower 

Compact. 

• Massachusetts Bay Colony (1630): Established by the Puritans, it became a model 

for religious and political organization. 

English settlements expanded rapidly, often leading to conflicts with Native 

Americans, such as the Pequot War (1636-1638) and King Philip’s War (1675-

1678). 

3. French and Dutch , and Portuguese Colonization: Trade and Alliances 

The French and Dutch, and Portuguese settlements focused primarily on trade, territorial 

control, and economic exploitation. 

• Quebec (1608): Founded by Samuel de Champlain, it became the center of New 

France and a key trading post. 

• New Amsterdam (1624): Established by the Dutch West India Company, it later 

became New York when taken over by the English in 1664. 

• Brazil (1500): Claimed by Pedro Álvares Cabral for Portugal, it became the center 

of the Portuguese empire in the Americas, dominated by sugar plantations and African 

slave labor. 

 

French and Dutch colonization was characterized by cooperation with Native American tribes, 

unlike the more aggressive territorial expansion of the Spanish and English. Portuguese 

settlements, on the other hand, focused on large-scale agriculture and the transatlantic slave 
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trade, particularly in Brazil, which became the most significant Portuguese colony in the 

Americas. 

Image  - European settlements in the new world 

II. The Impact of European Settlements 
 

European colonization had profound consequences for both the settlers and indigenous 

populations: 

• Cultural Exchange: The blending of European, African, and Native American 

traditions created new cultural identities. 

• Economic Systems: The introduction of plantation economies in the South and the fur 

trade in the North reshaped global commerce. 

• Displacement of Indigenous Peoples: Forced removal and warfare decimated many 

Native American communities. 

• Slavery and Labor Systems: The use of enslaved Africans in plantations became 

central to economic development, particularly in the English, Spanish, and Portuguese 

colonies. 
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III. Conclusion 

The settlements in the New World were instrumental in shaping the Americas, influencing 

language, religion, governance, and trade. While European expansion brought technological 

and economic advancements, it also led to the displacement and suffering of indigenous 

populations. The legacy of these early settlements continues to impact the cultural and political 

landscapes of North and South America today. 

 

 

 

 

Sources: 

• Anderson, Virginia DeJohn. "New England's Generation: The Great Migration 

and the Formation of Society and Culture in the Seventeenth Century." 

Cambridge University Press, 1991. 

• Elliott, J.H. "Empires of the Atlantic World: Britain and Spain in America 1492-

1830." Yale University Press, 2006. 

• Taylor, Alan. "American Colonies: The Settling of North America." Penguin 

Books, 2002. 

• Richter, Daniel K. "Facing East from Indian Country: A Native History of Early 

America." Harvard University Press, 2001. 

 

 

 

 


