Word Classes and Grammatical Categories

Word s or P f ech

Sentences are composed of units which can be referred to as parts of
speech or word classes as articles, nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs,
prepositions etc. These can be exemplified in English as follows: -

» Closed -system items: the set of items are closed in the sense that they
cannot normally be extended by the creation of additional members. The
decision to use one item in a given structure excludes the possibility of
using any other.

e.g.: articles (the, a(n)), demonstratives (this, that, etc.), pronouns (he,

which, anybody, etc.). prepositions (of, at, without, etc.), conjunctions
(and, but, when, efc.) and interjections (oh, ah, ugh, etc.).

ﬁ‘“‘“@’}m class items: The class is open in the sense that it is indefinitely

rr'ae ie. i‘s[ﬁw ﬁtﬁm are r&mstanﬂgf created,

etc.), dwﬁm (happy, large, new,
n, very, ete.), and verbs (search, be,







e.g.: | read many books

Many books were read by me

Tense: tense is one of the categories directly associated with the verb
where traditionally a division is made between past, present and future. But
tense is not a universal category and there 15 not always correspondence between
tense and time. In fact. tense is not found in all languages. For mnstance, we
cannot say that English has a proper future tense because what is traditionally
described as such is realized by means of the auxiliaries: will and shall. But will

and shall do not necessarily occur in sentences with a future time reference.

e.g.: Shall we go? : : :
Will you close the door, please? } INO-hkte i fesdfatses

Future time can be referred to by means of other tenses.

e.g.: I finish my course in June
She 15 coming next week.

Aspect: reflects the status of the acton. An action may be completed or
incompleted. If completed, the aspect is called perfective, if incompleted, the

aspect 1s imperfective. The imperfective 1s also referred to as continuous or

progressive aspect.

e.g.: e girl drowned in the lake (She died)
The girl was drowning in the lake (someone rescued her)

He has eaten my chocolates (they are all gone)
He was eating my chocolates (but | stopped him)
He has been eating my chocolates (but there are some left)

Person: There are three persons. Persons refer to the speaker (lirst
person), the person addressed (second person), and the person referred to but
not addressed (third person). Different forms for each person category are

found; they are distinguished as singular and plural m the catégory number
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Mood: This category relates the action to such conditions as certainty,
obligation, necessity, possibility, etc. Mood can be realized by means of modal
auxiliaries expressing statements, commands, probabilities, wishes etc. as
illustrated in the following examples:

‘&gt - He can speak English but he can’t write it very well. (He is able to
speak.../ capable of speaking. ) |
- Can/ May I smoke in here? (Am I allowed to smoke...?)
- The road may be blocked. (It 1s possible that the road is blocked)

-That‘wnﬂlﬂ -bg_ 'hjg mother. (pfﬂhﬂﬁﬂﬂ}'}
- must be back by 10 o°clock. (bligaion)

Standard Ar Iﬂﬁenlytwa mocds: indicative (past, present and future) and










Macro-linguistic Branches or the scientific study of language in

relation to the extra-linguistic world

Macrolinguistics is generally defined as the study of language bevond the
language, 1.e., in relation to what is not purely linguistic or non-linguistic such
as the social and cultural context in which the language is used, the
psychological features involved, the various fields of application or domains for
which we need the language and so on. In a macro-linguistic study, language is
therefore viewed not as a system in itself and for itself but as a system in relation
to the world of experience or extralinguistic world, Some of the most significant

branches are defined below:

> Psycholinguistics: this sub-discipling can be defined as Lyons
(1984, p. 240) puts it “The intersection of psychology and linguistics”. This
branch is about language and the individual or more particularly the study of
language and mind. The most important area is the investigation of the
acquisition of language by children. Psycholinguistics investigates also the

psychological mechanisms responsible for linguistic behaviour,

» Sociolinguistics: similarly, this sub-discipline can also be seen as
the intersection of sociology and linguistics. This branch 15 about language and
the community or more particularly the study of language in relation to society
as it is commonly defined by linguists, It studies the ways in which language
interacts with society. It is (he study of the way in which the structure of
language changes in response o its (i.e., language) different social functions.

Soctolinguistics 1s also concerned with the definition of the different functions
of language,
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> Ethnolinguistics: this branch refers o tie linguistic correlaies and
problems of ethnic groups, for example, the linguistic consequences of
immigration. To some extent, it overlaps with anthropological linguistics in the
sense that it can also be defined as the study of language in relation to culture.

» Anthropological linguistics: this branch studies languages as part

of the investigation of their associated cultures.

> Apnplied linguistics: A very important branch which is concerned
with the application of linguistic knowledge to practical areas or domains such
as imgnay:; tm::hi‘h_g and learning, translation, lexicography or dictionary
making etc.

Some other branches can be considered as intermediate, i.e., between

TR

istics: It studies the similarities betseen
levels: phonological, grammatical or lexical.

ties: A very important branch which studies the
different languages at different levels:




1. Divide these words into their separate morphemes:
Retroactive, irreplaceable, predetermination, tourists, alcoholic, American,

reprint, accusation, affechnnate, reddish
_ sl - Heletwl . 25lgs
_. , u_,_:q.:a,u f«ll‘Ls"..:.uv Cslbpl
2. Think of five ma:phema-._suﬂ' xes. Give their meaning, what t';'rpqs of stems
they may be suffixed to, and at least two examples of each.
Example: - meaning: ‘doer of; makes an agentive noun
stem type: added o verbs |
examples: teacher, “one who teaches”
rider, ‘one who rides”
3, Think of five morpheme prefixes. Give their meaning, what types of stems
ay be Pmﬁxﬁﬂ to, and Etleast two examples of each.
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11. Specify the grammatical or word s:]asa of the underlined words:

* [ walk halfan huurew:fyday
+ What about gmng for a walk today?
+ [ dream of living in a palace.
*Ihadavuymmﬂmm!astnighr
¢ The second round was hard,
* Any round table willdo. =
~ * Some drivers round corners too.
fThsawldgmm d and round.
# He lives round the corner,
* He falls down. !
¢ He lives down the river. |
# In life, there are ups and downs.
.+Ymmmﬂpeaknm
:-tﬁ?ﬁaiqmtmm will leave soon.




