
       

                                 Lesson: English Articles( a /an /the ) 

          In English, there are three articles: a, an, and the. Articles are used before nouns to 

define whether the noun is general or specific. 

 

Types of Articles: 

1. Indefinite Articles: 

o A and An are used for singular nouns when we are talking about something in 

general or for the first time. 

o A is used before words that begin with a consonant sound. 

Example: 

 A car 

 A teacher 

 A university (starts with a consonant sound despite starting with "u") 

o An is used before words that begin with a vowel sound (a, e, i, o, u). 

Example: 

 An apple 

 An hour (silent "h," so it begins with a vowel sound) 

 An umbrella 

2. Definite Article: 

o The is used for specific nouns that both the speaker and listener know about or 

when the noun has already been mentioned. 

***When to Use "The": 

1. When Referring to Something Specific: 

o Use "the" when both the speaker and listener know exactly what is being 

talked about. 

o Example: 

 I saw the dog in the park. (A specific dog, not just any dog.) 

 The car parked outside is mine. (Specific car) 

  

2. When Mentioning Something for the Second Time: 

o The first time you mention something, use "a" or "an," but after that, use 

"the." 
o Example: 

 I saw a car outside. The car was red. 

 I ate an apple. The apple was sweet. (Specific apple already mentioned) 

  

3. When There is Only One of Something: 

o Use "the" with unique nouns or things that are one of a kind. 

o Example: 

 The sun is shining. 

 I live near the ocean. 



4. With Superlatives: 

o Use "the" with superlative adjectives (e.g., biggest, best, smallest). 

o Example: 

 This is the best day of my life. 

 She is the tallest person in the class. 

5. With Specific Places or Things: 

o Use "the" with: 

 Oceans, seas, rivers, and deserts: The Atlantic Ocean, the Sahara 

Desert 

 Mountain ranges: The Himalayas 

 Countries with plural names: The United States, the Netherlands 

 Specific buildings or landmarks: The Eiffel Tower, the White House 

6. With Groups or Classes of People or Things: 

o Use "the" when referring to a whole category. 

o Example: 

 The poor need help. 

 The giraffe is a tall animal. 

3///When Not to Use Articles: 

1. General Statements: No article is used for plural and uncountable nouns when 

speaking generally: 

o Example: 

 I like apples. (Plural noun) 

 She drinks water every day. (Uncountable noun) 

 I love music 

2. Proper Nouns: Names of countries, languages, or subjects usually don’t use articles: 

o Example: 

 I live in France. 

 She speaks Spanish. 

 This is Sarah. 

Exercises; 

Part 1: Fill in the Blanks with A, An, or The 

1. I saw ______ cat sitting on ______ roof. 

2. He bought ______ orange and ______ apple from the market. 

3. ______ moon looks beautiful tonight. 

4. We stayed in ______ hotel near the beach. 

5. I need ______ hour to finish my homework. 

Part 2: Choose the Correct Article 

1. This is ______ (a / an) interesting story. 

2. She is ______ (a / an) artist. 

3. There is ______ (a / the) book on the table. 

4. I want to buy ______ (a / an) umbrella. 

5. ______ (The / A) stars are shining brightly tonight. 



Part 3: Correct the Mistakes /- Find and correct the mistakes in the use of articles: 

1. I saw an eagle flying in a sky. 

2. She wants to eat the apple from the bowl.  

3. He is reading a book about the history of Egypt. 

4. We visited a Eiffel Tower last summer. 

5. I need a information about the event. 

Part 4: No Article or The?/ -Write No Article or The for the following sentences: 

1. ______ apples are healthy to eat. 

2. We went to ______ park near my house. 

3. He doesn’t like ______ milk in his coffee. 

4. ______ Amazon River is the longest river in South America. 

5. ______ children are playing outside. 

 

  


