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Lesson 1: Pre-reading Strategies 

Introduction:
    When tackling new reading material, it's easy to jump straight into the text, but pre-reading is an essential strategy that can significantly improve your comprehension and retention of information. Pre-reading involves specific actions you can take before you dive into a text, to engage with it more deeply and effectively. These strategies help you set the stage for a more productive reading session, making it easier to understand and remember key concepts.
1. What is Pre-Reading?

Pre-reading refers to the activities you engage in before you start reading the main body of a text. These activities help you get a general sense of the material, its structure, and the main ideas. By taking these steps, you build a framework for your reading, which makes the information easier to absorb.

2. Importance of Pre-Reading:

Improves Comprehension: Pre-reading helps you gain an overall understanding of the material. It allows you to see the structure of the text, the main points, and how the content is organized, which gives you a roadmap for when you actually start reading.

Identifies Key Terms and Concepts: You can identify important terms or concepts before reading, which helps you better understand the content when you encounter these terms during the reading.

Gives Purpose to Your Reading: Pre-reading helps you understand why you're reading the text and what you hope to learn. This clear sense of purpose can keep you focused and motivated throughout your reading session.

Saves Time: It might seem like an additional step, but pre-reading can save you time by allowing you to quickly assess whether the material is relevant to your needs. If you determine that the text is not what you need, you can move on to something more suitable.

3. Popular Pre-Reading Strategies:
Several techniques can guide you in your pre-reading process. These strategies can vary in complexity, but they all aim to provide you with a structured approach to reading.
1. Skimming and Scanning:
· Skimming involves reading the text quickly to get an overall sense of its structure and main ideas.
· Scanning focuses on finding specific pieces of information, like headings, subheadings, or bolded/italicized text.
2. Previewing: Previewing a text involves examining the introduction, headings, subheadings, chapter names, and summaries to understand the text's main purpose and organization.
3. Expectation Outline: This strategy involves setting expectations for what you think the text will cover. You might generate questions you want the text to answer, helping you stay focused on your objectives while reading.
4. KWL Chart: The KWL chart is a simple but effective pre-reading tool. It helps organize your thoughts into three columns:
· K column: What you already know about the topic.
· W column: What you want to learn from the reading.
· L column: After reading, write what you have learned.
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