Course: British Civilization
Lesson One:  The History of Britain
Semester: 3

· Britain was part of the European continent until the end of the last Ice Age.
· Big regions of Britain were covered in ice with freezing weather followed by a warmer season.
· Nearly10.000 years ago, this last Ice Age came to its end.
· As a result, sea levels increased and thus Britain became separated from the continent of Europe right before 6000BC. 
·  This separation from the European continent affect the social and economic life and even politically.
· The history of the Island and its cultural and political division have been  
Influenced by various external invasions (Romans and Germans).
Great Britain it is composed of three countries (England, Wales and Scotland).
· The term England comes from the Germanic tribes (Anglo-Saxons).
·  Wales is a term applied by the English, means ‘strangers’ or ‘foreigners’.
· Wales was occupied by England in the late of the 13th century is became a part of UK in the 16th century because of it poverty and hilly land unlike England and Scotland.
· Scotland remained a separated state through the middle Ages and into the down of the 18th century.
· England and Ireland were much more exposed to invasion by sea than Scotland and Wales because of the conjunction of good harbors and fertile lowland with relative ease of transportation.
English +Wales=1542
English + Wales + Scotland = 1707
English+ Wales+ Scotland +Ireland= 1801
English +Wales +Scotland +Northern Ireland=1922
(Ireland is divided into two parts because of the Civil War)
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