 (
Paragraph Structure
)

Read the model paragraph that follows then answer the questions. 
 (
Animals in Captivity
Animals living in modern zoos enjoy several advantages
. 
The first
 advantage is that 
zoo animals are protected. They live without risk of being attacked. 
Another 
advantage is that someone feeds them regularly, so they do not have to hunt for food.  They do not suffer times when food is hard to find. 
A third
 advantage of living in zoos is that veterinarians give animals regular checkups, and sick animals get prompt medical attention. 
In conclusion, because all their needs are taken care of, most zoo animals are healthy and contented.
)






1. Look at the first sentence. How many parts does it have?
The first sentence has TWO parts.
· The TOPIC. It names the subject of the paragraph. It is animals living in modern zoos
· The CONTOLLING IDEA. It tells what the paragraph will say about the topic. It Is several advantages
2. Sentences that explain the topic by giving more information are (include a number) FIVE.
They are: 
1. The first advantage is that zoo animals are protected.2.They live without risk of being attacked.3 Another advantage is that someone feeds them regularly, so they do not have to hunt for food.  4. They do not suffer times when food is hard to find. 5. A third advantage of living in zoos is that veterinarians give animals regular checkups, and sick animals get prompt medical attention.
3. The sentence that signals the end of the paragraph and reminds the reader of the main idea is the concluding sentence. It  is In conclusion, because all their needs are taken care of, most zoo animals are healthy and contented.
 (
Practice
)

• Read the topic sentence that follows then fill in the blanks with additional supporting sentences.
 1 A good friend has four important qualities.
a. He / She can keep secrets.
b………………………….
c…………………………….
d…………………………………
• Think of a concluding sentence (use a conclusion signal).
• Write a short paragraph about the qualities a good friend has.
 (
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
)









2. Watching childrenʼ s programs on television is a good way to learn a foreign language.
a. Actors speak slowly and repeat often.
b. The vocabulary is not difficult.
c…………………………………………………
•Think of a concluding sentence (use a conclusion signal).
 (
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
)• Write a short paragraph about the reasons why watching childrenʼ s programs helps learn a foreign language.











	
Practice One: Topic Sentences
A. Put a check (     ) next to good topic sentences. Tell what is wrong with the unchecked sentences. Are they too specific or too general? Write Too specific or Too general on the line.
…………………….1.It is estimated that 20 percent of Japanese marriages are arranged.
……………………..2.In Japan, there are two types of marriage.
……………………..3. Digital cameras have several advantages over film cameras.
……………………..4.Digital cameras take photos.
……………………..5.Digital photos are composed of small squares, just like a tiled kitchen floor or bathroom wall.
……………………6.Learning the meanings of abbreviations used in the field of technology is like learning a new language.
                                  7. Golden retriever dogs have certain characteristics that make them good family pets.
B. Read the following paragraph. Then choose the best topic sentence from the list. Write that sentence on the line.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Trail climbing is the easiest. Climbers just walk along trails to the top of a mountain. The trails are not very steep, and the mountains are small. The second type, rock climbing, takes place on steeper slopes and bigger mountains. Climbers generally have to use special equipment such as climbing shoes, ropes, and metal nails called pitons. The third type is ice climbing. Ice climbing takes place only on very high mountains and requires a lot of special equipment. Equipment used in ice climbing includes ice axes and crampons, which are spikes attached to a climber s boots for walking on ice and hard snow. Indeed, the sport of mountain climbing can range from an easy uphill walk to a difficult climb up a frozen waterfall.
a. Mountain climbing requires special skills and equipment
b. The sport of mountain climbing is practiced worldwide.
                                           c. There are three main types of mountain climbing.
C. Work with a partner, with a small group, or by yourself. Read each paragraph and determine the topic and the controlling idea. Then write an appropriate topic sentence on the line.
1………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..First of all, teachers must know their subjects very well. At a minimum, they should take several college courses and pass a written test in every subject that they teach. Also, they should take refresher classes every few years to keep their knowledge up -to-date. Third, teachers should take education classes in college to learn how to teach. Fourth, they should have spent at least one year practice - teaching. Practice - teaching is teaching real children in a real classroom under the supervision of an experienced teacher. Only after a person has met these requirements should he or she receive a teaching license.
2……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Some people skip breakfast because they think it will help them lose weight. Another reason people give is that they simply don t like breakfast. For others, the reason is cultural. People in some cultures consume only two meals each day instead of three, and breakfast is n t traditionally one of them. The most common reason people give is lack of time. They like to stay in bed until the last minute, and then they have to rush to get to work or to school on time. 
Practice Two: Supporting Sentences
Work with a partner or in a small group. Read each topic sentence. Then fill in the blanks with additional supporting sentences. 
1. Owning a small car has several advantages.
a………………………………………….
b…………………………………………..
c……………………………………………
2. To keep your teeth healthy and your smile bright do the following things:
a………………………………………….
b………………………………………….
c………………………………………….
3. A good friend has three important qualities.
a………………………………………………
b……………………………………………
c……………………………………………
4. A college education is important for these reasons.
a…………………………………………………………..
b…………………………………………………………...
c…………………………………………………………..
Practice Three: Concluding Sentences
A. From the choices listed, choose the best concluding sentence for this paregraph.
Animals in Captivity
Animals living in modern zoos enjoy several advantages over animals in the wild. The first advantage is that zoo animals are separated from their natural predators. They are protected, so they live without risk of being attacked. Another advantage is that someone feeds them regularly, so they do not have to hunt for food. Also, they do not suffer times when food is hard to find. A third advantage of living in zoos is that veterinarians give animals regular checkups, and sick animals get prompt medical attention.
· In conclusion, because all their needs are taken care of, most zoo animals are healthy and contented.
· In conclusion, living in a zoo has many advantages for animals, but it also has some disadvantages.
· In conclusion, zoos keep animals safe from predators.
B. on the line at the end of the paragraph, write a concluding sentence.
         Watching children s programs on television is a good way to learn a foreign language. First, the actors speak slowly and repeat often. Also, the vocabulary is not difficult. Finally, there is always a lot of action, so you know what is happening  even if you don t understand the words…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Essay Structure
Read the model essay that follows then answer the questions.
Styles of Popular Music
Music is truly the one universal language. Although all cultures have music, each culture develops its own musical styles. In particular, popular music varies from culture to culture and from generation to generation. In the past 100 years or so, there has been an explosion of popular music styles in the west. Two of the more successful styles are punk and rap.
One successful style of popular music is punk. Punk is a style of rock music that began in the mid-1970s as a reaction against previous forms of rock. Punks felt that rock music no longer represented the counterculture from which it had sprung and had, in fact, sold out to the mainstream. With their clothing and hairstyles, punks intended to shock society. The punk look included theatrical makeup, ripped clothing, and body piercings. The onstage behavior of punks was aggressive and provocative. At concerts, fighting and other violent behavior by the fans were common occurrences. Punk music itself is simple, and its songs are short. its songs are anti-government, anti- authority, and anti-conformity. The first bands to popularize punk were the clash in Great Britain and the Ramones in the United States. As with all music Styles, punk has evolved into other styles. The band Fall Out Boy plays emo, a style in which the musicians become so emotional during a performance that they scream and cry. Pop punk, made popular by the group Green Day, is another new punk style.
             A second successful style of popular music is rap, which is also called hip-hop. Rap is a types of dance music in which the singers-rappers-speak in rhythm and rhyme rather than sing. The art of rapping originated in Africa and probably traveled to the United States via Jamaica. In the United States, rap first appeared in the mid-1970s in the discos of NewYork City s black neighborhoods. Disco DJs teamed up with rappers to play songs for dancers at parties. At first, the role of the rapper was to keep the beat going with hand claps while the DJ changed records. Soon, rappers added Lyrics, slogans, rhymes, and call-and-response exchanges with the audience, and rap was born. Early rap songs were mainly about dancing, partying, and the romantic adventures of the rappers, but politics became an important theme in rap in the late 1980s and 1990s. 
To sum up, popular music changes constantly. Some styles enjoy lasting popularity, but others disappear rather quickly. However, all contribute to the power and excitement of popular music in our time.

1. How many different successful styles of popular music are discussed in the model essay? What are they?
Two successful styles of popular music are discussed in the essay. Punk and Rap
2.How many body paragraphs are there? what is the topic of each one? Underline the topic sentences?
There are two body paragraphs.
Paragraph 1: Punk
Paragraph 2: Rap
3. Circle the transition words and phrases that introduce the body paragraphs.
4. What pattern of organization does the essay use? Logical division of ideas, time order, or comparison / contrast? Logical division of ideas
5.What information is given in the supporting sentences about each style of popular music?(example: how it started): origin, look, clothes, onstage behavior, themes, lyrics and bands
Let’ s examine each part of the essay
· The Introductory Paragraph
Functions are two:1 Introduce the topic 2 attract the readers attention
Type:Funnel a funnel introduction has  two parts:1 several general statements about the topic
Which lead the reader gradually from a general idea about the topic to a very specific idea about the topic
2 a thesis statement it presents the specific topic of the essay and specifies the pattern of organization.
Read the introductory paragraph of the model essay and notice how the sentences gradually move from the general topic of music to the specific topic, two successful styles of popular music.
-The first sentence: Music is truly the one universal language.
-The second sentence: Although all cultures have music, each culture develops its own musical styles.
-The next two sentences: In particular, popular music varies from culture to culture and from generation to generation. In the past 100 years or so, there has been an explosion of popular music styles in the west.
-The final sentence: Two of the more successful styles are punk and rap.

Practice 1
Body Paragraphs have Topic and supporting sentences
Body paragraphs support the thesis statement
The topic sentence of each body paragraph introduces one style of popular music
The supporting sentences following each topic sentence give more information about each style.



	Thesis statement
	Two of the more successful styles are punk and rap.

	Topic Sentences
	- One successful style of popular music is punk
- A second successful style of popular music is rap, which is also called hip-hop


Practice 2
The Concluding Paragraph is the last paragraph of an essay.
It 1 signals the end of the essay .2 summarizes the main points
3 gives a comment
	First Part of a concluding paragraph
	Second part of a concluding paragraph

	-summarize the main points or
-restate the thesis statement in different words
	Add a final comment
Express an opinion, make a judgment or give a recommendation however
Do not add any new ideas in the concluding paragraph.



Practice 1
In the following introductory paragraphs, the sentences are in scrambled order. Rewrite them in the correct order. Begin with the most general statement. Then add each sentence in correct order, from the next most general to the least general. Write the thesis statement last.
1.
1 therefore, workaholics lifestyles can affect their families, social lives, and health.2 because they work so many hours, workaholics may not spend enough time in leisure activities.3 nowadays, many men and women work in law, accounting, real estate, and business.4 these people are serious about becoming successful, so they work long hours during the week and even on weekends.5 people who work long hours are called ‟workaholics”.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
2.
1 therefore, anyone who wants to drive must carry a driver s license.2 it is divided into four steps: studying the traffic laws, taking the written test, learning to drive, and taking the driving test.3 getting a driver s license is a complicated process.4 driving a car is a necessity in today s busy society, and it is also a special privilege.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Practice 2
For each thesis statement, write topic sentences for three supporting body paragraphs. Use an appropriate transition signal in each topic sentence.
1. Three modern technological devices have changed the way we communicate.
a……………………………………………………………………………
b…………………………………………………………………………..
c…………………………………………………………………………….
2.Young people who live at home have several advantages.
a……………………………………………………………………………
b…………………………………………………………………………..
c……………………………………………………………………………
3.There are several types of sports I enjoy playing.
a…………………………………………………………………………..
b……………………………………………………………………………..
c………………………………………………………………………………….

Practice 3
Study the following abbreviated essay outlines. Only the introductory paragraph and topic sentences for body paragraphs are given. Then circle the number of the most appropriate concluding paragraph.

Compulsory (required) Attendance in College
On my first day of class in an American university, I discovered that there are many differences between universities in the United States and in my country. One difference hit me immediately when the professor walked into the classroom dressed in casual pants and a sports shirt. Then, he sat down, and I received a second shock. He sat down on the desk, not behind the desk. The biggest shock happened when he passed out a piece of paper listing the requirements of the class. I learned that I was not allowed to miss any classes. In my country, professors do not know or care if students attend lectures, but in the United States, professors actually call the roll (say the names of students to find out who is present or absent) at the beginning of each class meeting. In my opinion, compulsory attendance in college is completely inappropriate for two reasons.
· College students are adults, not elementary school children.
· Students often have other obligations such as jobs and family.
Possible concluding paragraphs
1
To summarize, attendance in college classes should be optional. Students may already know the material that the professor will cover. Sometimes the professor lectures on material that is in the textbook, so students can read it on their free time. Therefore, in my opinion, compulsory attendance in college classes should be abolished.
2
To summarize, college students are mature enough to take charge of their own learning. Furthermore, they may have family or work problems once in a while that cause them to miss a class. They should not be penalized for this. Therefore, in my opinion, compulsory attendance in college classes should be abolished
Features of a good thesis statement
Task 1
1. it should be a complete sentence.eg. My fear of the dark X ………………………………………………….
2. It should not be a question. Eg. What are the reasons of climate change X
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. It should state one main idea and should not contain two conflicting ideas.
e.g. smoking can be harmful to a person s health, and it is also very unpleasant to watch someone smoking
Instead; ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
4. it should state the writer s opinion which is an idea that can be discussed and explained with information, that is, it should not merely state a fact.
E.g. child abuse is a terrible problem…………………………………………………………………………….
5. It should not be too general. E.g. reading is very useful.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
6. it should not make an announcement. e.g. I am going to discuss the students ways of spending their leisure time X……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Task 2
Identify the invalid thesis statements. Say why they are invalid, and then correct them.
1. viewing cartoon violence on television leads to aggression in boys.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
2. Approximately, 10% of humans are left handed.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...
3. There are three important steps we could take to deal with the problem of drug addiction.
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
4. Computers have changed our lives……………………………………………………………………………
5. i am going to show you why sat belts are necessary…………………………………….................................
6. there are both advantages and disadvantages to working while you are  an undergraduate.
…………………………………………………………………………………..
7. why do I want to be a lawyer?...................................................................................................................
8. celebrities lead very stressful lives as they have too little privacy, too much pressure, and no safety.
………………………………………………………………………………..
Task 3
Based on the features of a good introductory paragraph, evaluate the following introductions.
▪does the paragraph introduce the topic?
▪does it indicate how the topic is going to be developed?
▪does it contain a thesis statement?
A
Last year, my cousin,Julio, went to a bank to apply for a job. As you know, when you apply for a job, you must be ready to answer a lot of ambiguous questions. Some questions athat an interviewer may ask you include: educational background, previous job, and salaries you earned. The problem with Julio was that he was not prepared for the questions. The interviewer asked Julio a lot of things he could not answer. Because Julio was not prepared for the interview, he did not get the job. If you do not want to be in that situation, you may want to follow these steps.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
B
There are many kinds of cashiers in the supermarket. I can classfy them as efficient, average, and inefficient. I would like to tell you about each type of cashier.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
C
I would like to tell you about my hometown, hlatikulu. It is a small town of only 8000people. The main industries there are farming and working for the government, since it is the capital of the southern region.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
D
We are all familiar with the image of fat, jolly person. Unfortunately, this is an inaccurate stereotype. Fat people are not always so happy.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..






1.my fear of the dark made my life miserable.
2.there are three main reasons of climate change.
3.smoking can be harmful to a person s health or it is very unpleasant to watch someone smoking.
4.child abuse in this state takes different forms.
5.reading is very useful to develop the students writing abilities.
6.students have three ways of spending their leisure time.

1.valid
2.invalid, fact
Approximately, 10% of humans who are left handed have three main characteristics.
3.valid
4.valid
5.3invalid.announcement expression.seat belts are necessary.
6.invalid. two contradicting controlling ideas there are three disadvantages to working while you are on undergraduate.
7.invalid.a question.i want to be a lawyer for three main reasons
8.valid

A
Introduced the topic. Indicated how the topic will be developed…contains a thesis statement
B
Did not introduce the topic….indicated how the topic will be discussed..contains a thesis statement but in three sentences. instead, the same just omit the last sentence because it is an announcement
C
Did not introduce the topic clearly; hometown or its industries
Did not indicate how the topic will be developed.
Does not contain a thesis statement
D
Did not introduce the topic
Did not indicate how the topic is going to be developed…contains a thesis statement
WRITING INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH
An introductory paragraph is the first paragraph in writing. Its function is to lead the readers into the essay. Consequently, it should give the readers a preview of the essay. If it captures their attention, the readers will find it easier to follow the writer’s flow of expression. In order to attract the readers’ attention, ideally, the introductory paragraph should be interesting.

The introductory paragraph consists of two parts.

The first part is general statement about the subject to attract readers’ attention
The second part is a thesis statement, which specifies the topic or the plan of the paper. The function of thesis statement is to control the idea of the paper.
Good introductory paragraph has some characteristics. They are:

The introductory paragraph should introduce the topic.
The introductory paragraph should indicate generally how the topic is going to be developed, whether the essay is to discuss causes, effect, reasons, or examples. Whether the essay is going to describe, narrate, or explain something. Since this discussion is about expository, it should explain something.
The introductory paragraph should contain thesis statement.
The introductory paragraph should be inviting.
There are four basic types of introductory paragraph. They are:
The first is turnabout type of introduction. In this type, the writer opens with a statement contrary to his or her actual thesis. Look at the following example:
We live in era where television is the national pastime. Since the invention of television set, people have been spending more of their free time watching television than doing anything else. Many of the television addicts feel that this particular pastime is not bad one; indeed, they argue that people can learn a great deal watching television. I am sure if you look long and hard enough; you can probably find some programs that are educationally motivating. But, for most part, I say that watching television is a waste of time (Smalley and Hank, 1986:228)

The second type, the dramatic entrance, is a type of introduction in which the author opens with narrative, descriptive, or dramatic example. Look at the following example:

The rain pours down as if running from a faucet, lightning streaks across the dark restless sky, and thunder pounds the roof and walls of the house. All of a sudden the wind kicks up. Trees sway madly back and forth; loose objects are picked up and thrown all way round. The house streaks and moans with every gust of wind. Windows are broken by pieces of shingle from a neighbour’s roof or by loose objects picked by the wind. Power lines snap like thread. The unprepared house and its occupants are in grave prepared for hurricane approaches. Had they prepared for hurricane, they might not be in such danger. Indeed, careful preparation before a hurricane is essential to life and property (Smalley and Hank, 1986:260)

The third type is relevant quotation.  In this way, the writer opens with the quotation relevant to the topic. Look at the following example:

“As an airplane or missile becomes more complicated,” warned James fallows in his 1981 book National Defence,” the probability that all its parts will be working at the same time goes down”. Indeed the reliability and power of modern U.S military hardware depend heavily on increasingly complex electronic circuits. This worrisome vulnerability prompted Pentagon officials more than two years ago to launch an extensive probe of microchip suppliers in order to spot any lax manufacturing practices. Last week the inquiry produced an indictment against a major electronic company (Smalley and Hank, 1986:299)

 The last type is, the Funnel. That is the type of introductory in which the progress of the idea is from general to specific one. See the following paragraph example:

Travelling to a foreign country is always interesting, especially if it is a country that is completely different from your own. You can delight in tasting new foods, seeing new sight, and learning about different customs, some of which may seem very curious. If you were to visit my country, for instance, you would probably think that my people have some very strange customs, as these three examples will illustrate (Smalley and Hank, 1986:143)
Another important thing in introductory paragraph is the existence of thesis statement, thatis a single sentence that contains an arguable proposition and clearly states the author’s position on the issue. The thesis statement is said to be the good one as it qualifies the following:

The thesis statement appears at the end or near the end of the introductory paragraph.
It states the main point of the writer
It indicates how the writer will limit and support the main point.
It shows how the writer will organize the entire essay.

In addition to those all mentioned above, the thesis statement should follow the following criteria, they are:

The thesis statement should be expressed in a complete sentence.
The thesis statement expresses an opinion, attitude, or idea; it does not simply announce the topic of the essay will develop.
The thesis statement should express an opinion; it should not express the fact.
The thesis statement should express only one idea toward one topic.
Advertisements
Types of Introductory Paragraphs (Follow up)
5. Survey
In a survey introduction, the writer gives the readers an overview of the information contained in the essay. A survey arouses the reader's interest by giving the reader a chance to agree or disagree with an opinion stated by the writer, and this entices the reader to continue with the essay.
Example
An increasingly popular area of research in the field of education revolves around individual learning styles. It is generally acknowledged that not every student will learn in the same way, as they all have their individual strengths, weaknesses and interests. In order to provide effective instruction, teachers must be aware of the different ways in which their students learn, and plan lessons that will enhance the learning experience in their classrooms.
6. Question
Asking a question at the beginning of an essay is a useful tool for drawing the reader in. The question can be used to intrigue the reader, or it can set the tone for the essay. The writer can ask a question in the introduction and then wrap the essay around the answer. It is best to use Information Questions rather than Yes/No Questions. Questions, when written correctly, are great for hooking the reader.
Example
Who would willingly plunge into water that never gets warmer than ten degrees Celsius? Surprisingly, many British Columbian scuba divers jump at this opportunity twelve months a year. This may surprise many divers who only consider the sport in the context of the white sand beaches, cloudless skies, and tepid azure waters of the Caribbean	or Southeast Asia; when one thinks "diving", one naturally thinks "tropics". Thus, British Columbia may well be the last place one would associate with this exciting water sport. Although serious scuba divers might assume that the cold, dark, West Coast waters would not have much to offer them, they should consider Vancouver Island as a diving destination because it offers peace of mind, a wide variety of dive sites, and a plethora of animal life.
7. Definition
When a difficult or unknown term is going to be used throughout the essay, defining that term can serve as an introduction to the essay. The following example explains the two acronyms, TOEFL and TOEIC, as well as giving more information about the tests. Definition paragraphs define difficult terms or ideas, which are used throughout the essay.
Example
TOEFL and TOEIC are acronyms frequently heard in the field of English language study, but what are they? TOEFL, or Test of English as a Foreign Language, is an academic test of a student's level of listening, reading and writing. Although TOEIC is a test of English as well, it is more specifically a Test of English for International Communication. Both these tests evaluate students' English proficiency, but they are completely different in nature, content and focus.
8 .Use a startling remark or statistic 
Divorce and out-of-wedlock childbirth are transforming the lives of American children. In the postwar generation more than 80 percent of children grew up in a family with two biological parents who were married to each other. By 1980 only 50 percent could expect to spend their entire childhood in an intact family. If current trends continue, less than half of all children born today will live continuously with their own mother and father throughout childhood. Most American children will spend several years in a single mother family. --Barbara Dafoe Whitehead, “Dan Quayle Was Right”

Practice: Read the following introductions then say what approach is used to write each.
     We live in the age of technology. Every day, new technology appears, ranging from mini-CDs that contain entire encyclopedias of information to giant space telescopes that can send photographs of distant stars back to Earth. Of all the new technological wonders, personal computers have probably had the greatest influence on the daily lives of average people. Through computers, we can now talk to people in any country; research any topic, work, shop, bank, and entertain ourselves. Personal computers have especially revolutionized communication and business practice in the past twenty years.
…………………………………………………………………..
      When we were young, we believed that parents could do no wrong. We thought they know everything and thus they are all the time right. However, as we grew older, we find that parents can do mistakes too.
……………………………………………………………..
       "The teenage years between childhood and adulthood are a period of growth and separation." a well-known developmental psychologist asserts. During this period, children separate themselves from their parents and become independent. Teenagers express their separateness most vividly in their choice of clothes, hairstyle, music, and vocabulary.
……………………………………………………………………
           Have you ever killed a man? If you were called upon tomorrow to go to Iraq knowing that you might have to kill another person, could you do it? These same questions faced an American soldier almost 40 years ago when he, as a young man, chose to avoid being drafted to fight in the Vietnam War, a war he didn't believe in. He said what he did was legal, but he was wondering if it was right.
……………………………………………………………………..
“A name is a prison, God is free,” once observed the Greek poet Nikos Kazantzakis. He meant, I think, that valuable though language is to man, it is by very necessity limiting, and creates for man an invisible prison. Language implies boundaries. A word spoken creates a dog, a rabbit, a man. It fixes their nature before our eyes; henceforth their shapes are, in a sense, our own creation. They are no longer part of the unnamed shifting architecture of the universe. They have been transfixed as if by sorcery, frozen into a concept, a word. Powerful though the spell of human language has proven itself to be, it has laid boundaries upon the cosmos. --Loren Eiseley, “The Cosmic Prison”
……………………………………………………………………………….

 (
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