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Translating Literary Texts
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English translation:
The Autobiography of Taha Hussein: translated by E. H. Paxton 1932

He was the seventh of the thirteen children of his father, and the fifth out of the eleven
children of his father’s second wife. He used to feel that among this enormous number
of youths and infants he had a special place distinct from his brothers and sisters. Did
this position please him or did it annoy him? The truth is that he cannot definitely say,
nor is he now able to form a correct judgment about it. He experienced much tenderness
and consideration from his mother, and from his father lenience and kindness, and his
brothers he felt were somewhat reserved in their conversation and dealings with him.
But he found side by side with this tenderness and consideration on the part of his mother
a certain amount of negligence sometimes, and at others even harshness. And side by
side with the lenience of his father he found a certain amount of negligence also, and
even severity from time to time. Moreover, the reserve of his brothers and sisters pained
him because he found therein a sympathy tainted with revulsion. However, it was not
long before he learnt the reason of all this, for he perceived that other people had an
advantage over him and that his brothers and sisters were able to do things that he could
not do and to tackle things that he could not. He felt that his mother per mitted his
brothers and sisters to do things that were forbidden to him. This aroused, at first, a
feeling of resentment, but ere long this feeling of resentment turned to a silent, but
heartfelt, grief — when he heard his brothers and sisters describing things about which
he had no knowledge at all. Then he knew that they saw what he did not.
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