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It is not always the same thing to be a good man and a good citizen.

Aristotle
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The idea of citizen participation is a little like eating spinach: noone is against it in principle because it
is good for you.®
Sherry R. Arnstein
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Participation means to be involved, to have tasks and to share and take over responsibility. It means
to have access and to be included.
Peter Lauritzen?
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1 These four dimensions of Citizenship were developed by Ruud Veldhuis, in "Education for
Democratic Citizenship: Dimensions of Citizenship, Core Competencies, Variables and
International Activities", Strasbourg, Council of Europe, 1997, document DECS/CIT (97) 23, quoted
here from T-Kit 7 - Under Construction, T-Kit on European Citizenship, Council of Europe and

European Commission, Strasbourg, 2003
2 T-Kit 7 - Under Construction, T-Kit on European Citizenship, Council of Europe and European
Commission, Strasbourg, 2003

3 Peter Lauritzen, keynote speech on participation presented at the training course on the
development of and implementation of participation projects at local and regional level, European
Youth Centre, June 2006
4 Explanatory Report to the European Convention on Nationality, Article 2, para. 23:
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/reports/html/166.htm#FN2

5 Megan Rowling quoting Thomas Hammarberg, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human
Rights in: "Rights Chief urges Europe to make stateless Roma citizens", AlertNet 23 August
2011: www.trust.org/alertnet/news/interview-eu-governments-should-give-stateless-roma-
citizenship-commissioner

6 Sherry R. Arnstein, "A Ladder of Citizen Participation", JAIP, Vol. 35, No. 4, July 1969, p 216.
7 Roger Hart, Children's Participation: from Tokenism to Citizenship, UNICEF Innocenti Research
Centre, Florence, 1992
8 "Youth on the Move", Analytical Report, European Commission, May
2011 http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/flash/fl 319a_en.pdf

9 Resolution of the Committee of Ministers (2008)23 on the youth policy of the Council of Europe
10 Have Your Say!, Manual on the revised European Charter on the Participation of Young People
in Local and Regional Life, Council of Europe Publishing, 2008
11 The Charter is available here: www.salto-youth.net/downloads/4-17-
1510/Revised%20European%20Charter%200n%20the%20Participation%200f%20YP.pdf

12 www.coe.int/t/dg4/youth/Source/Coe_youth/Participation/Have_your_say_en.pdf

13 Learn more on the European Youth Forum website: www.youthforum.org
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