1.7 D UITIITICs DY)

Making, oral summaries is a4 commen activity, for example when
describing a film or a book. In academic writing, it is a vital skill,
allowing, the writer 1o condense lengthy sources into a concise
form. Like most skills it becomes easier with practice, and this
unit explains the basic steps needed o achieve an accurate
summary.

1 What makes a good summary?

BB Write a2 sttmimary of ¢ae of the topics Below in no more than 20 words.
1a) Gne of your parents
{b) A town or citv you know wall

{c} A fiim you have recently watched




B Comeare your summary with others 0 vour ciass. What Is heeded for a
#0040 suminary?

2 Stages of summarising

Summarising 15 a4 fexible tool, You can use 1110 give 4 one s)entene
synopsis Gf an article, o to provide much more detaily depending on your
writing necds, But in overy case the same basie steps need 10 e followed
in order 1o meet the criteria discussed in (1),

B Studv the stazes of summary wEiikng delow, waich hiave been mixed
up. Put thesn in the correct order.

{a) Write the summary from your notes, re-organising the
structure if needad.

{b} Make notes of the key points, paraphrasing where possibla.

{c} Read the original text carefully and check any new or difficuli
vocabulary.

{d} Mark the key points by underiining or highlighting.

{e)} Check the summary lo ansurea it is accurste and nothing
important has been changed or lost.

3 Practice A

B Read the foflowing text (3.1} and the summaries (a)-lc).
Rate them 1 (hest) - 3.

{a) Fruit crops have usually been picked by hand, as it is difficult
to mechaniss the process. But in rich countries it has become
nard to find affordable pickers at the right time so fruit is often
wasted, Tharefore inteliigent machines have been developed
that can overcomae the technical problems involved, and also
provide the farmer with useful data about the plants.



-

m MECHANICAL PICKERS

Although harvesting cevaeal crops such as wheat and barley has long been done
by large machines knewn as combina harvestors, mechanising the picking of fruit
crops such as tomatoes or apples has proved more difficult. Farmers have
generally relied on human labour to harvest these, but in wealthy countries it has
becomo increasingly difficuit to find pickers willing to work for the wages farmers
are able tc pay. This is partiy bacause the damand for labour is svasonal, usually
in the autumn, and also because the work is hard and demanding. As a result, in
areas such as California part of the fruit harvest is oftan unpicked and left 1o rot.

There are several cbvious reasons why developing mechanical pickors is
challanging. Fruit such as grapes or strawberries comes in a variety of shapes
and does not always ripen at the same tima. Qutdoors, the ground conditions
can vary from dry to muddy, and winds may move branches arcund. Clearly each
crop raquires its own solution: machines may be towed through orchards by
tractors or mava around by themselves using sensors to detect the ripest fruit.

This new generation of fruit harvastaers is possiblo due to advances in computing
power and sensing ability. Such devices will inovitably be exponsive, but will
save farmers from the complaxities of managing a labour force. In addition, the
more intelligent pickers shouid ke able to davelop a database of information on
the haslth of aach individual plant, enabling the grower to provide it with fertiliser
and water to maintain its maximum productivity.

{b) Developing machines that can pick fruit such as tomatoes or

applos is a challenging task, due to the complexity of locating
ripe fruit in an unpradictable outdoor envircnment, where
difficult conditions can be produced by wind or water. But
recant devetopments in computing ability mean that growers
can now automate this procaess, which should save tham
money and incraase their profits.

Strawberries and grapes are the kind of crops that have always
bean hand-picked. But many farmers, for example in
California, now find it increasingly difficult te attract enough
pickers when the fruit is ripe. Howevar, computing advances
hava produced a solution to this probliem, which will save

farmers from worrying about the pickers, and zalsc collect vital
data.




