Political Systems

Definition : The political system determines the organization of powers and their exercise
whitin the state. Our study focuses on three regimes of political exercise :

1. Parliamentary System

The parliamentary system finds its origins in the British experience.

This regime is characterized by the confidence enjoyed by the Government from the
parliamentary majority.

The head of state in this system is a monarch. He does not participate in the exercise of
power. He has no active role, which makes him politically irresponsible. While the head of
government and his ministers conduct national policy under the control of parliaments.

Close cooperation between the Government and its majority , two mechanisms are
conceivable, the overthrow of the Government or the dissolution of parliament.
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2. Presidental System

The United States is the birth place of this presidental regime implemented in 1787.

The characteristics of this regime are :

a) Legislative power ; executive power ; judicial power are strictly separated.

b) The head of state is elected by direct or indirect universal suffrage.

c¢) The president alone embodies the executive , he is both head of state and head of
government . The president has a right of veto over legislative texts that do not suit him,

while in return he can not dissolve parliaments.



The parlialmentary assemblies have significant legislative and oversight powers. These
parliamentary assemblies also have very extensive means in their investigations into services

under the executive.
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3. Mixed regime

The mixed regime is a semi-presidental regime.lt combines characteristics of the

parliamentary regime and others of the presidental regime .

Some characteristics of the presidental regime is that the people eleect the president .He

chooses the members of the Government and dismisses them if he has a majority.
Other characteristics of the parliamentary regime :

The head of the Government is different from the head of state and his responsibility can be
contested by the national asssembly. The head of state has the power to dissolve , and the

government has significant powers in legislative procedures .
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