
The Conditional 

The conditional form refers to a verb form used to express hypothetical situations, 

possibilities, or events that depend on certain conditions being met. There are typically 

four main types of conditional forms: 

1. Zero Conditional: 

 This conditional form is used to express general truths, facts, or scientific laws. 

 It implies that the condition stated in the if-clause always leads to the result 

stated in the main clause. 

 Both clauses use the present simple tense. 

 Example: "If you heat water to 100 degrees Celsius, it boils." 

2. First Conditional: 

 This conditional form is used to talk about real or possible future situations that 

are likely to happen. 

 It implies that the condition in the if-clause is likely to be fulfilled, leading to 

the result in the main clause. 

 The if-clause uses the present simple tense, while the main clause uses the 

future simple tense (will + base verb). 

 Example: "If it rains tomorrow, we will cancel the picnic." 

3. Second Conditional: 

 This conditional form is used to talk about unreal or unlikely present or future 

situations. 

 It implies that the condition in the if-clause is not likely to be fulfilled, leading 

to an imaginary result in the main clause. 

 The if-clause uses the past simple tense, while the main clause uses the 

conditional (would + base verb). 

 Example: "If I were rich, I would travel around the world." 

4. Third Conditional: 

 This conditional form is used to talk about unreal or hypothetical past 

situations, typically referring to events that did not occur. 

 It implies that the condition in the if-clause was not fulfilled, leading to a 

hypothetical result in the past. 



 The if-clause uses the past perfect tense, while the main clause uses the 

conditional perfect (would have + past participle). 

 Example: "If she had studied harder, she would have passed the exam." 

 

PRACTICE 

1. Zero Conditional: 

Activity: Truth or Fiction 

 Prepare a list of statements, some true and some false, about everyday 

occurrences (e.g., "If you mix red and blue, you get purple."). 

 Have students work in pairs or small groups. Each group receives a set of cards 

with these statements. 

 Students take turns reading a statement aloud and the others guess if it's true or 

false. 

 After guessing, reveal the correct answer and discuss why it's true or false. 

2. First Conditional: 

Activity: Weather Predictions 

 Prepare a worksheet with different weather forecast scenarios for the upcoming 

week. 

 Each scenario should include an "if" clause (e.g., "If it rains tomorrow, I will 

bring my umbrella to work."). 

 Students predict what actions they would take based on each scenario (e.g., 

bring an umbrella, wear a jacket). 

 After making predictions, students can discuss in pairs or groups why they 

made those choices and how likely they think each scenario is. 

3. Second Conditional: 

Activity: Dream Vacation 

 Ask students to imagine they have won a free trip anywhere in the world. 

 In pairs or groups, have them discuss where they would go and what they 

would do if they had this opportunity. 

 Encourage students to use the second conditional structure (e.g., "If I won a 

free trip, I would travel to Japan and explore Tokyo."). 



 After discussing their dream vacations, students can present their ideas to the 

class. 

4. Third Conditional: 

Activity: Regrets and Missed Opportunities 

 Provide students with a list of past scenarios where something unfortunate 

happened. 

 Have them rewrite each scenario using the third conditional structure to 

express what could have happened differently if things had been different (e.g., 

"If I had studied harder, I would have passed the exam."). 

 After rewriting the scenarios, students can share their revised versions with a 

partner or the class and discuss the implications of different choices. 

 


