26 Present tenses for the future
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A The present cml?numﬁ fﬂl’ a_rrang_ements e S #D.m-'n 2 f q,“.h
Tom: Are yvou doing amytiing thic evening? v "-':ET wok WEY' .'1 e
HMick: Ter, I'm going ro an ice hockay march. Hrﬂ*"""""r' M LT _.~ !
Thw Tigers are playing the Kings. L i Mis oy § FI'
I bought my nicker vestardmy : ¥ : fil

We nse the present confmuous for what someone has arranged to do mn the futhme.
Here Mick has srmanged to go to the match (He has bought a hoket ) Here are some
MOTe EXaInpies.

I'm meenng Homier at sixeclock.  Danvid s comng round later on

We're having a paoty tomovrow.  Sarvah 15 going o Pariz next wesk

We also use the present contiouous to talk about things happening now (see Umt 4).

Present: We're having a paoty ar the moment

Future: We're having a pary iomorrow.

Here the phrase of tme shows whether we mean the present or the future. But somefimes there 15 no
phizaze of e, as when Mick says The Ticers are plgying the Eings. Here 1t 15 clear from Tom's question that
the conversation 15 about a firhire event.

The present contmuous for the future and be going to (Umt 244} have simmlar meanings.
We're having a party next week. (We have made the anrangements.) We're going fo ke a
party mext week (We mtend | We have decided to have one.)

Often we can uze axther form.

I'm meenmgT'm gpong to meer Harvist ar six o cleck.

The present simple for a timetable
Mark-  What time does your train leave tomorrow?
Sarah:  Seven wenn-three in the morrang

It pers imto Pariz at eleven nwenny-three.

We can uze the present simple for the futare when we are talkmg
about a bmetable, usuzlly a public one such as a tram tmetable.
The train leaves ar reven rwenv-three tomaorronw morming,

The match stares at half pasi zeven.

Nexr Friday i the thirteenth.

TI've got the towr details here. We spend three dayz in Rome.
Compare the present suvele for repeated achons (see Umt 64).

The orain leaves ar seven rwengy-thres every momming.

Be to and be about to

We use be to for 2 fishwre event that 15 officially asvangzed It

15 often uwsed 1 news reports.
The Chiear 15 to vistt Portugal in November.
The Student ames are to ke place in Melbowne next year.

‘e could also use the present contirmous here.
The Chieen 1s visiang Portugal in November.

We nza be about fo for the very near fiture.
The plane is at the end of the ripnway. It s about to ke off
Do yvou wamt o sqy goodbve o our visitorz? They re abowur o leave:



Practice

Wite these sentences, putting the verbs wnto the fore simple or present simple.
1 1 {gwe) it to them when they (wisif) us.

M give it to them when they visit us.

T (not send) the parcel until I (hear) from you.

{ won't send the parcel uniil I hear from you.

[

3 As soon as they (phone) me, I (contact) you.

4 I (zee) vou before I (fly) to Pans.

5 They (send) vou the money before they (leave).

6 When I (talk) to him I {give) him your news.

7 She (wvisit) her parents before she (go) to the awrport.

§ [ (fimsh) this when I (be) at the office

9 1 {send) vou a posicard when I (get) to Bermmda.

10 She (do) her homework before she (go) out.

11 After I (visif) the hospital I (go) and see her parents.

12 1 (phone) Mary when we (get) to San Francisco.

13 1 (call) you as soon as we (sign) the conmtract.

14 He (not do) anything before you (tell) him to.

15 Yo (be) very surprised when you (meet) him



1 Present, past and future (A-B)

Fiachel has received a letter from a friend of hers whe laft college last year.
Find the sentences which refer to the fture and write them below,

I'm really enjoying my work at the store. I'm leaming lofs about the job. Soon they're moving
me to another store - In Birmingham They told me abowt it last weeak_ I'll be leaving hare at
the end of the month. I feel a bit sad about thar Luckily they'll find a fat for me.

The time iz going very quickly. I've been here three months. The fraining programme finizshes
next sumrner. 1 like the work, and I want to stay with the company. They1ll decide abount thatr

b Soon they e moving me fo anotier store — in Birminghar

2 Present and future (4-00)

Say if the second sentence i about the present or the fure. Look
at the phrazes of tme such as ar the moment and on Friday.

b I'm bosy. I'm cooking & meal at the moment prezent
I'm pervons. I'm cooking for ten peopls on Friday.

I don't want to 2o ont I might watch a video later.

There's football on TV tomight. T might watch it.

We'te off at last We armive in MNew York at seven.

This frain is never on dms. We always amive late.

Lo lad b e

3 Prezent and future (A-01)

Fead each pair of sentences and then answer the question aboat them
B =) I'1] see you on Tnrsday.
b I saw you on Tharsday.
Which sentence is about the fomra? a
1 3) I'm zoing to Manchester. I'm waiting for a connecting train.
b) I'm going to Zet 3 Tain o Manchester, changing at Binmingham
Which is spoken during the journey? ... ...
a) We'll know the resulis of the tests next week.
b)) We might know the results of the tests next week.
Which sentence is more cemain? ... ...
3) I'm doing tawo excarms this year.
b} I'm doing some work at the moment.
In which sentence has the action already started?...
4 &) What time do we armve in Swansea?
b What dme will we armive in Swansea?
Which question is mare likely if you are mavelling by car?
3) I'm eating af the Thai restaurant tomight.
b I'll ear at the Thai restaurant tonight
Which would you say if yon've booked a table?

(]

i
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Complete this short dialogue.

Adam: Come on, Carrie, its sunny outside. Let’s po fora walk. (.. WOREL -
Carriez Who (2o do the laundry?

Adam: T promise ] (3). oo o it Tater.

Carrie: Wow, Okay. T(#) ..o . put my shoes on right now. Let’s go!

Complete this text with appropriate forms of the verbs and contracted forms of will.

change  feel Vhave know  notbecome  notgo  notmake  nol spend
Ve it Iry

My father says that money 1s like water to me because it runs through my fingers. It's time |

started saving, | have no money in the bank and if  don't startsoon, 1IN never
BN . ANY sAVINGS. S0, during the next twelve months, 1 (1. i L HO SEVE
£25 from cach month’s pay. That means1 ) ... @5 much money on things that

arent essential, 1 guess [{3) e outverymuchand1¢9) .. . . probably
v AL ROME ON Saturday nights in front of the TV E(5) oo Fich that
way, but T(6) ... ..certainly..............better if] have some money in the bank.
By the end of the first year, if I'm successful, 1(7) . E300ANA T (8 e

that 1e9) ..o all those sacrifices in vain, When my father sees that, maybe he (10)
i hiS OpiNioON toO.

Using a dictionary if necessary, complete each sentence with a noun and
a verb, using appropriate forms of will or be going fo.

anticipation  foresight  premonition happen have  take

1 Mydogrunstothedoorin: . .imiewhen it thinks Lo it
it for a walk.

2 Marlatold meshehada...... oo thatsomethingbad i i sms

3 Ifyou hadn't had the.... i 1O DA WRLEE, W
nothing to drink.

Complete the dialogue with these verbs, using the present simple or be going fo.

ask  breakdown  get  give  like  nothave  notknow  nelpay  say el

Laura: 'TrevorthinksT(y......._.......... him£800 for hisold car today,
but 1{2) oo that much money until 1e3Y e paid later in
the month. They (4) e B8 until the last day of each month.

Giarel: What gyl ispou il himwhen lie
3 . you for the money?

AR it i bt et oo Ry P

to him. ['m not sure about the car.
Carol: (90 o YOU e L THOWE
Latr: Tt wWlrT Al IR i e b e A DEEE



EXERCISES

| {fpossible, use the present simple of an appropriate verb fo compleie these senfences. [fthe
preseni simple is not comrect, use will + infinitive. (4 & B)

1 Eliss new play......ouimiann at the Grand Theatre next week.

2 With more practice she ... an excellent violinist.

3 National No-Smoking week.........cinwninn, on October 24th.

4 On tonight's PrOETaAMIME WE,.......oconsimvmimns to the deputy president about the latest
unemployment fipures.

5 Inafew moments, L........ooccoeieminnn over there and give the signal to start running.

6 Theeclipse.......o.coooevevnnn. at three minutes past midday.

T Dr Browmn........ooooomemurninsssnes available again at 9.00 tomorrow.

8 The doorin front of US.........ccmevvvereennns automatically in a few moments.

D We i Amsterdam on Tuesday morning, but we........cooovevvvvvievnen. Svdnev until
Thursday evening.

10 ,-fl"
to the main point
of my talk m a
little while.
T

L Expand these noies fo make a sentence beginning with the word(s) given. You will need 1o decide
the order in which to place them. Use the present simple in the first clause and will orwon't in the

second. (C)

| he / need complete rest / another two months he / come out / hospital
After He comes out of hospital, he will need. complete rest for another two months .
2 | decide / buy / the house | / have / look at / an expert
Before...
1 we/ not let her / walk / school alone she / a little older
Until...
4 he / take / work more serniously he / fail / his exams
knless. ..
5 one pen / run out I/ take two into / exam room
Incase. ..
6 I/ meet vou outside [ cinema/ 8.00 | / not/ see vou after school
If...
7 traffic / not too bad 1 / pick vou up /work
Provided...
'i Which of the verbs is correct or more appropriate? Underline one or both. {D)

| Tonight I'm going to check that Susan dees/ will do her homework correctly.

2 By the time the book is published next vear, no-one will be interested in what scandalous
claims it makes [ will make.

3 Some people believe that the earth is destroved ! will be destroved bv a nuclear accident.

4 The new regulations mean that businesses have to/ will have to complete the form by 1st
April.

5 Jim just phoned. He says that ke is/ will be with us tonight.

6 It savs in the programme that the concert finishes / wili finish at 10.20.



1 The present continuous (A)
Fead the conversahon and sav if the verb refers to the present or the fithwe.
Mark: () What are vou reading Clame?
Clae: Oh 1t's a pmdebock to Braml. (1) I'm poins there next month (2) My sister and I are havine a

bobhday there (3} ] m really lockme forward to it (4) We're spendine thee weeks m Rio. (3) So
I'm finding out about all the thing= we can do there.

B present 3

1 4

2 ]

2 The present continuous for arrangements (A)

For each situation wmite a sentence with the present contimeous. Use the verbs 1o brackets.
» Mhke and Hamet have accepted an matation to Tom's party mext week, {go)
They're going o Tom: party next weak

1 Laura has agread to be 1n the office on Saturday, (work)
2 Clame has just bought a plane ticket to Camo dated 13 May. (8v)
3 Mark has anenged a meetnz with his boss at four o'clock ths aftenoon. (see)

4 Matthew and Diamel have booked a termis court for tomorow afternoon. (play)

3 Present tenses for the future (A-B)

Put the varbs mto the present confinuous or the present sumple.
Enma: () {m_]wdamg{}m do) avyvthine tompght?

hiatthes- 'iﬂ.ﬂl IR l:i-'Eu:Itud!-Janu-ntnqutm\rfueudRmhard

Ermma: (H:,ufcml’dﬁmgulimamrtﬂ:a:

Matthew Mavbewellseevoulser What (). ... ... {(wou / do) tomight?

Booa Obh(y).. i {1/ z0) to the cinema with Vicky and Eachel and a couple of
otherpecple The Bl (8). . ... .. (fme=h} quote early, so
()i camee e mreeee- R | 20} tor 3 prz=a place afterwards,

4 Be to and be about to (C)

Complete these sentences on the news. Some are speken by the newsreader in the studio
and some by reporters on the spot. Use be to or be abeour o with the verbs i brackets.

7 The new museum 15 ro oper (open) 1n the autumn.

The Prime Mimster 15 at the mucrophorne now. He 15 abour fo ztari (start) speaking.
The leading runner 15 nearly there now. She {(win) the race
T (go) up from next Apnl.

T'I:EU'E P]'E:-I]:EEI o (wrsit) Ireland in the new year

The not 150t over yet, but ﬂ1e police are here The-jr .........
The talk: onworld trade .. [take) place later this vear

L e L g = ind e
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EXERCISES

These senfences refer fo the future. Complete them with either going to or the present confinuous,
whichever is correct ar more likely, using any appropriaic verb. (B)

| can't po anv further. L........cooooenniminn on that bench for a while.
The game.............oocovveenene. At two o'clock tomorrow. 1 hope vou can be there.

|
2
3 The service here 15 verv slow. L., to the manager if we're not served soon.
4

=]

1

|
ar

GO = T LA e ed Bl e

9
10
i1

| have a right to be heard, and no-one..........c.ooceemeeen, me from putting my side of the
argument.

The two leaders........................... for talks later this afternoon.

The bank has announced that It............oemmn its interest rates bv one per cent from
LOMOITOW.

AT WORE i e my questions or not?

1 have to get up early tomorrow. L. ... a physics class at .00 in the morning.

7

B

9 Before 1 apply for the job., L. more information about it.
a ;

Brasl oo s Colombia in todav's final.

hese sentences refer to the future. Correct them where necessary (with either preseni continuous
going to,) or put v'if they are already correct. (C & D)

Unless aid arrives within the next few days, thousands are starving.

There are going to be more of us at the picnic than we'd thought.

I'm tired. I'm going to go to bed.

‘I can't get to the match after all." "That's a pity. Dave’s being very disappointed.’
Clear the area! The bomb's exploding.

In future, the company is going to be known as "Communications International’.
I've redecorated the bedroom. Do you think Jane is liking it when she gets home?
Whether we like it or not, within a few years biotechnology is transforming every aspect of
human life.

It's not a deep cut, but it's leaving a scar.

He is poing to inherit his father's fortune.

MNina is going to go to Switzerland next week on business.

Which of the three answers is wrong or very unlikely. Whai is the difference in meaning between
the other two? (A-D and Unit 11B)

[E]

She thinks.,.............living away from home when he goes to University.
a Dan will enjoy b Dan is going to enjov ¢ Dan is enjoving
I'm =orry, but I can't come for dinner............... 1o York tonight.

a I'll drive b I'm going to drve ¢ I'm driving

Did you know,...............a new car next week?

a Il get b I'm poing to pet ¢ I'm getting

‘I'm going out now, Mum.'

"Well, I hope............ home too late. 2 *d:‘:“?

Remember vou've got to go to : g‘f g

school tomorrow.’ J

a vou won't get

b wou aren’t going to get \/
I

C you aren't getting



EXERCISES

Complete these sentences with an appropriate verb jor verb + preposifion) in either the future
continuous or the present continuous for the future. In which senfences are both possibles Where
only one form is possible, consider why the other iz not. (A&B)

1 Mary SIAter,........cooomeerrenen, her work on the radio tonight.

2 A recent UN report has suggested that by the year 2040, 15 per cent of the world's population
SOOI 1 &1 - ¢ B

I've got a job in Stockholmso L. there for the next two vears.

I can't believe 1f. Dave and Sarah,........ooonimieien married.

5 You can have my old boots if you like. Now thatI've gotanewpair L. them
again.

The council...........c;eveemvvieeew road repairs over the next two days.

Most of my fanmly....................... to our wedding next month.

8 We have a slight delay becanse of the poor weather, but we..........oc i wiviem off as soon as

possible.

o s

o

=l

Choose a verb that can complete both senfences in the pair. Use will/won't (+ mfinitive) in one
sentence and the future continuous (Will/won'tbe + -ing) in the other. (4 & C)

dnve Z0 open organise tell try

1 a Matsuki, ..o their first factory in Europe next year.
b Here, give me the bottle. T it for you
2 a Eenou.ovvviiiniininnnn to win his third gold medal in the next Olympics.
b Lo to get over to see you, but I've got a very busy weekend coming up.
3 a Sam....ooviiiienn] to the dentist. He simply refuses to make an appointment.
[ I to the party, I'm afraid; I have to be in Spain that weekend.
4 a "How old 15 he?' T've no 1dea, but 'm sure he. ... vou if you ask him '
b In this programme Lo you how to cook duck 1n a lemon sauce.
5 a It's odd to think that this fime tomorTow We.....ovvowennweiine to Madrid.
b He .., anywhere without first looking at a road map.
6 a Iwon'thave fume to meet you next weekend, I'm afraid. I.........ooceomiiiiiinn the school
timetable for next year.
b Perhaps John,..........;ooeiiiinnnd the games at the party. ['ll ask him He's good at that sort of
thing.

Ask about people's plans in a polite way. Use Will you be -ing.. 7 (D)

1 You want to use the computer. David 1s using 1t now.
Wil you be using the computer for long / for much longer?
2 You want some things from the supermarket. Ann is just leaving the hounse.
3 You are going to see a film with Jo, who has a car. A lift would be micer than the bus.

4 You want to buy Jack's car but you don't know whether he plans to sell it.

Look in your diary and make some sentences about your definite future plans. Use either the
future confinuous or the present continuous. (A-C)
Example: I'll be going to university i September.
' leaving for Prague on the Z3th.
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EXERCISES

Choose a verb to complete the sentences. Use be to + infimtive ifpossible, and will + mfinitive if
not. {A4)
appear arrive become begin feel fit move resign
1 Aman......innnn m court today after a car he was dniving kalled two pedestrians.
2 The danger 15 that the bactera................... more resistant to antibiotics over time.
3 The Environment Department has annouvnced that it 2000 jobs out of the
capital.
4 When the news 15 broken to him_he. ... both upset and angry.
5 WOtk eiseininenn this week on the new Thames bridge.
& The Business Information Group said today that Brian Murdoch ... as ifs executive
director.
7 We are all hoping that warmer weathet,..............oooounnes SOO01L
8 No more than six people.........o around the table comfortably.
Here are some newspaper extracts. What verb do you think has been removed from the if-clause,

and with what form - be to + infinitive or prasent simple? Choose front the following verbs. (B)
bring  collapse compare  elect fall flounsh improve  operate  nise

1} We recognise the urgent need to improve international economic performance if we |
..,_,-'H_.-F‘\-\_n..._.-—-‘"'

sustainable benefits to ﬂﬁ]ﬁﬂ]}_ﬁ@w}
A Tk I .
27 The allocation of much-needed additional resources is I

¢ the range of provisions for all children regardless of their ability.

If Johmn. .. In the vote next week, he will have to work with
MEMW

4 fMiddle managers are being retrained for the new information skills

Lthnavq..rv.rl.rlll need fthey............................. effectively.
W
b [ An all-out trade war seems hkely 1if the two Presidents. ... cveivinnins at fororTow's meeting.

£ 'The European Union. ifit............................ A5 2 commumity, must find better

Complete the senfence with either the future perfect or the future parfect continuous for each
situation. (C & D)

1 Smmon started to learn Spamish when he was 25. He is still learning Spanish.
When He's 40 he will have been leaming Spanish for 15 years.
2 Every day, Peter eats three bars of chocolate on the way home from school
Before He gets hpme. from school tonight Peter. .
3 So many people enter the New York Marathon that the last ronners start several minutes after
the ones at the front.
By the time tHe Last runners start, tHe anes at tHe front. ..
4 I started writing this book 3 years ago next month.
By next month | . .
5 The company is spending $5 million on developing the software before it goes on sale.
By tHe time tHe software goes on sale, tHe company. . .
6 I'm going to paint the front door today. I'll finish it before you get back.
WHen you getback, |...



