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Lesson 3 : The theory of crime and punishment

The theory of crime and punishment is an essential part of Algerian law,
relying on concepts and principles aimed at defining crimes and determining

appropriate penalties.
General Theory of Crime and Punishment in Algerian Law:

Crime: Crime is defined as a legally prohibited act that causes harm to

individuals or society.
Elements of a Crime:

A crime consists of specific elements, including the prohibited act, criminal

intent, and the ability to commit the crime.
Types of Penalties:

Algerian law includes bodily penalties, financial penalties, and reformative

penalties.
Purpose of Punishment:

The application of punishment aims to achieve deterrence, discipline, and

prevention of further crimes.
Criminal Responsibility:

Individuals committing crimes bear criminal responsibility subject to legal and

judicial procedures.

Principle of Legitimacy:



Emphasizes the importance of penalties being specific, fair, and meeting the

requirements of justice.
Principle of Non-Torture and Inhumane Treatment:

Algerian law prohibits torture and emphasizes human rights, even for

individuals accused of crimes.
Judicial Procedures:

The Algerian criminal justice system follows precise legal procedures to ensure

justice and protect the rights of the accused.

This is a summary of the general theory of crime and punishment in
Algerian law, emphasizing principles of justice and human rights in this

context.
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