
Institute of Letters and Languages
Department of Foreign Languages
English

Level: 1st year (BA/ LMD)
Techniques of university work1
Prepared by Dr. Zourez L.

Section Three: 
Methodical Reading: Reading for Specific Purposes
3.1. Reading Techniques
3.1.2. Slow reading (reading comprehension). This type of reading allows the reader to have a through comprehension of the material. According to Weir and Khalifa (2008), “careful reading is intended to extract complete meanings from presented material” (p.5). This implies that this strategy relies basically on paying attention to every detail in the text in order to comprehend the whole meaning. Some techniques of careful reading include:
3.1.2.1. Reading for the main idea. This reading technique requires detailed close reading. It involves having “a good idea of the topic, what’s covered, how the information is organized, and how the information is related” (O’Hara, 2005, p.48). Moreover, according to O’Hara (2005), “the introduction, opening paragraph, and opening sentence can usually give you a good idea of the main idea. When you read, keep these ideas in the forefront and relate them to the other information you read” (p.48).
3.1.2.2. Revision reading. Using this technique, students read various texts with which they are familiar. The purpose behind this type of reading is to verify and make sure that understanding took place.

· Employing the right reading technique can save you time and render reading more beneficial and enjoyable.
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