Lecture Nine: Sociology

1. Definition and Scope of Sociology
		Sociology is the scientific study of society. It is concerned with the study of the social structure and function of particular societies, the nature and complexity of human social behaviors, the principles of human social life together with the interaction of human beings with each other and with their external    environment. 
		 In other words, the scope of sociology is extremely wide; it ranges from the analysis of passing encounter between individuals on the street up to the investigation of global social processes. Sociology examines all types of human relationships and the different forms of social behaviors such as the way human beings interact with each other, the rules and principles that govern their social behavior and relationships, in addition to the  influence of the social atmosphere on individuals and vice versa. It covers every aspect of human social life and concerned with       all groups’ activities: social, economic, political, cultural, and religious. 
Thus, sociologists attempt to understand, explain, and analyze the effects of the social environment and the social interaction on peoples’ behaviors, lifestyles, personalities, attitudes, decision making …
Sociology as an academic science emerged in the 19th century, in Great Britain and Western Europe, mainly France and Germany. The major conditions and societal changes that lead to the emergence and development of sociology as an academic discipline include the Industrial Revolution, the French Revolution, the Enlightenment, and advances in natural sciences and technologies.
2. Levels of Sociological Analysis
There are generally two levels of analysis in sociology, the same are regarded as branches of sociology
· Micro-sociology: It is interested in the small levels of structure and functioning of human social  groups. It analyzes the interpersonal relationships, and focuses on social interaction, in addition to what people do and how they behave when they interact.
· Macro-sociology: It focuses on the broad features of society. It examines the large-scale social phenomena that determine how social groups are organized and positioned within the social structure.
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3. Theories of Sociology
3.1. Functionalist Theory (Structural Functionalism)
Functionalism views society as a social system of interconnected parts. Society has social institutions like schools, families and the police that work together so the social can survive. According to this perspective, society is a stable orderly system that is characterized by social consensus, whereby the majority of people   share a common set of values, beliefs, and behaviors. 
Structural functionalism presents a model of society in which the persistence of social stability and the orderliness of social life are accounted for in terms of externally defined norms and values which people learn and incorporate into their behaviour. The common, shared nature of social life is attributed to the 'shared' normative commitments that social actors are given by the processes of socialization.
3.2. The Conflict Perspective
According to the conflict perspective, groups of people in any society are engaged in continuous struggles, and conflict is a natural part of the social relationship. Different groups  of society compete for scarce resources, power, and authority; therefore, in studying any  culture, organization, and social group, sociologists seek to identify who benefits, who suffers, and who dominates. Very common conflicts in societies include conflict between woman and man, parents and children, white and black American…
3.3.  Interactionism or Symbolic Interaction Theory
According to interactionism, social processes such as conflict, cooperation, identity formation are derived from human interaction. It is a theoretical perspective that studies how individuals shape society, and how they are shaped by society through meaning that arise in interactions. Interactionism theory has grown in the latter half of the twentieth century and has become one of the dominant sociological perspectives in the world today.
3.4.  Ethnomethodology
Ethnomethodologists reject the emphasis of structural functionism on an external value system that obliges a group of social actors to live in peace and conformity. Instead, they insist that social order is not something guaranteed, but is rather generated from within social settings by the practical activity of those involved. It is people's commonsense knowledgeability, their skillfulness at interpreting symbolic cues, at assessing paralinguistic signs, at communicating intentions, that makes social life run in a relatively orderly fashion. Individuals make norms and meanings relevant to themselves through social conversations.
4. The Importance of Studying Sociology
The importance of studying sociology can be summarized in the following points:
- It helps us understand how social forces influence our goals, attitudes, behaviours, and personality.
- It helps us to become more aware and more  sensitive towards social issues.
-  It helps to erase biased assumptions, ethnocentric thinking and practices, and become more   critical, open-minded and respectful in our interpersonal and inter- groups relationships.
- It helps us to be more human and people centered.
- It increases our self-knowledge.
- The application of sociology knowledge, principles, methods, concepts, and theories provides solutions to the different social pathologies and most crucial   social problems.
- It empowers us to be active participants in our society.
5. Language and Society
Constructing social worlds through interaction and meaning negotiation brings language to the fore. Thus, sociologists cannot ignore the role of language in attaining social conversations. Similarly, the isolated study of language without considering the surrounding social context is proved to be insufficient.
The interconnectedness of society and language lead to the emergence of mediating subfields both in sociology and linguistics notably the 'sociology of language' and ‘sociolinguistics’. The latter refers to those areas of language description and analysis which locate language within the social world, and which understand language use as a form of social practice. These fields share some topics of interest including bilingualism and multilingualism, bilingual and minority education, language planning, language and nationalism, language and ethnicity, and language rights.
Practice


Q1. Considering the previously mentioned theories of sociology, in which theory language has been given a central role?

Q2. Think of some sample social situations where language was the source of conflict.
 

Q3. How can we solve this type of conflicts?

