Transitional markers 

What are transitional markers?
-they are words and phrases that are used to connect sentences and phrases 
-they help ideas flow smoothly from sentence to sentence and from paragraph to paragraph
-they are also called transitions, transitional markers or linking words 

Place of transitional markers
Transitional markers are usually placed at the beginning of sentences and paragraphs, and they are always followed by a comma

Type of transitional markers  
Transitional markers can indicate: 
Additions

 • This type of transitional markers indicates additional ideas, points and/or arguments as well as more information.

 ▪ Additionally,

 ▪ In addition,

 ▪ Moreover, 

▪ Furthermore,

 ▪ Besides, etc.
Eg: : The Ministry of Education is in the process of drafting a new policy that could enhance the quality of tertiary education. Moreover, the policy is believed to address issues of unemployment in the country.

Cause & Effect 

• This type of transitional markers indicate causes and effects of things and situations.

 ▪ As a result, 

▪ For this reason,

 ▪ Consequently,

 ▪ Hence,
Eg: Traffic congestion has become a major problem in Qatar. As a result, the State is considering railway transport as an alternative.

Time 

• Transitional markers can also be used to indicate time as well as order of importance. This includes:
 ▪ First, firstly, first of all
 ▪ Second, secondly,
 ▪ Third, thirdly,
 ▪ Meanwhile, in the mean time, 
▪ Lastly, finally, 
▪ Next

Eg: Firstly, the rail transport system could reduce the accident rate as it is a safe means of transportation. Secondly, it could also help people save the running cost of private vehicles.

Compare and Contrast 

• Comparisons Transitional markers that are used to show comparisons include: 

▪ Similarly, 

▪ Likewise, 

▪ In the same way,

 ▪ Equally
Eg: We can get calcium from milk. Likewise, cheese is a good source of calcium.

Contrasts 

Transitional markers that are used to show contrasts include:

 ▪ In contrast, 

▪ However,

 ▪ Nevertheless,

 ▪ On the other hand

Eg: : In the year 2010, the international price for coffee export was only $X per kilo. In contrast, by the year 2014, it had gone up to $Y per kilo
Summary/Conclusion
 • Types of transitional markers that indicate a summary or a conclusion include:

 ▪ In conclusion,

 ▪ To conclude,

 ▪ To summarize

, ▪ In sum, 

▪ Therefore

Eg: : To summarize, social media has many negative consequences such as weakening people’s real life social skills.
Extra information: 

Transitional markers are words used to link ideas together so that the text is smoother to read. When pronoun and demonstrative adjective are used as transitional markers, they refer to a word, or words, mentioned earlier in the sentence or paragraph. Their function is to take your thoughts back to something that has already been mentioned. Thus they serve as synonyms or substitutes. 

Pronoun 

	Personal pronoun as subject
	Personal pronoun as object
	Possessive adjective
	Possessive pronoun
	Reflexive pronoun
	Demonstrative

Pronoun
	Relative pronoun

	I

We

You

They

He

She

It
	Me

Us

You

Them

Him

Her

It
	My

Our

Your

Their

His

Her

Its
	Mine

Ours

Yours

Theirs

His

Hers

Its
	Myself

Ourselves

Yourself/

Yourselves

Themselves

Himself

Herself

Itself
	This
That

These

Those
	Who
Whose

Whom

Which

That


Other words which are often used to refer backwards are the former, the latter, the first, second, etc.
Sample paragraph

A computer like any other machine is used because it does certain jobs better and more efficiently than humans. It can receive more information and process it faster than any human. The speed at which a computer works can replace weeks or even months of pencil and paper work. Therefore, computers are used when the time saved offset their cost which is one of the many reasons they are used so much in business, industry and research.
‘It does certain job’ →  I t refers to a computer

‘It can receive more information’ → It refers to a computer 

‘and process it’ → It refers to information

‘the time saved offset their cost’ → Their refers to computers
‘Which is one of the many reason’ → which refers to the time saved offsets their cost

‘They are used so much in business’ → they refers to computers

Examples: 
· Multimedia combines text with sound, video, animation and graphic. This greatly enhances the interaction between a user and a machine  
· Some students read slowly and know it; others read slowly and do not know it. The former ca be can be helped more easily than the latter 
The former:  refers to students who read slowly and know it

The latter: refers to students who read slowly and do not know it

Exercise 
Find out What the words in bold refer to.


Computers are electronic machines that process information. They are capable of communicating with the user, of doing different kinds of arithmetic operations and of making three kinds of decisions. However, they are incapable of thinking. They accept data and instructions as input, and after processing it they output results.

When talking about computers, both hardware and software need to be considered. The former refers to the actual machinery, whereas the latter refers to the programs which control and coordinate the activities of the hardware while processing the data.


The first computer was built in 1930 but since then computer technology has evolved a great deal. There are three different kinds of computers in use today: the mainframe, the minicomputer and the microcomputer. These all have one thing in common: they operate quickly and accurately in solving problems.
