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Strong forms and weak forms in English conversation

Itis very common to use strong form and weak form when speaking in
English because English is a stress-time language. It means you stress
on content words such as nouns, principal verbs, adjectives, adverbs and
negation words while structure words such as auxiliaries, conjunctions,
prepositions are not stressed. Using proper strong form and weak form can
help you to speak English more fluently.

For example, take a look at these sentences; only the underlined syllables are
stressed.

. She can play violin.
. Mary is from Chicago.

In this case the words ‘can‘ and ‘is from’ take the weak form. The weak form
change the vowel to “o” sound.

. can instrong form: /keen/ — can in weak form: /kan/
« from in strong form: /ffrom/ — from in weak form: /from/

In the next handout are some function words with their strong and weak
forms. Note that, generally, the weak form occurs when the structure word is
in initial or middle positions but in final position, it is the strong form which
is likely to be used.

. What are you looking at (/eet/)?

« Where are you from (/ from/)?

The weak form is usually used in everyday English conversation, especially
when speaking fast i.e. in connected speech.

Exercisel: Give the weak forms of the structure words in this sentence.

She is fond of playing the guitar in her room.
[TV izl v 10/ /hal

Exercise2: Stress the following sentence.
Examples are provided for practice.

Source: http://learnenglish.vn/how-to-learn-english/strong-form-weak-form-
english-conversation/



STRONG AND WEAK FORMS

Auxiliary verbs

WORD | STRONG WEAK EXAMPLE TRANSCRIPTION
m (after I) I’'m tired. amm tarod
am &em
9 (elsewhere) Why am | here? wail am a1 hia
They’re going. 0ed gauIn
a: 9 (before consonants) - - :
The girls are beautiful. 0o g3:1z o bju:tafl
are
They’re honest. Oeor pnist
ar ar' (before vowels)
The men are ugly. 0o men ar Aglr
S (after voiceless sounds Thatiis fine. Oats famn
other than /s, tf, J /) This cat ‘s fast o1s keets fazst
. This dog is lovely. 01s dpgz 1avli
is 12 2 (after voleed sounds Where is John? John’s
other than /z, d3, 3/) here ' weaz dzpn/ dzpnz hro /
17 (after / s, 2,1, ds, I, This watch is mine. O01s wpt| 1z main
3/) Which is right? wItfz rart
was WDZ Woz The weather was terrible | 09 'wedo waz 'terabl
WO (before consonants) We were late. wI wo lert
were AN .
WOT (before vowels) They were asleep. O0e1 war oslip
g q do (before consonants) How do they come? hav da de1 kam
0 u:
do (before vowels) What do | get? wpot do a1 get
does daz doz ?/E\}/:\(/aen?does the train wen doz 0o trein litv
hoz (initially ina Has he paid the bill? hoz 1 peid 6s bil
sentence)
The rose has withered. 00 rovz oz widad
OZ (after /s, z, §, 3,tf,d3/)
The place’s changed. 0o pleis oz tfemd3zd
has hez ion’s di
Z (after voiced sounds The lion’s died. 09 laronz daid
other than /z, 3, 3/) Mary’s passed. meoriz pa:st
S (after voiceless sounds The milk’s gone sour. 0o milks gon savo
other than /'s, tf, [/) John’s been sick. d3pns bin sik
V (after I, he, she, we, You've broken it. jurv brauken 1t
have haev they)
9V (elsewhere) The men have eaten. 09 men av iitn
had (nitially ina Had he already danced? | had 1o:lredr damsd
sentence)
had haed \éV? d never seen it wizd neve sim 1t bifo:
d (after vowels) elore.

They’d left home early.

Oeid left hovm 3:11




The men had gone

ad (elsewhere) home.

0o men ad gon hovm

The night had been fine.

0o nart ad bin fain

When has, have and had are full verbs they

should always be pronounced haez, haed, | have two brothers. a1 hav tu: bradoaz

haev

can kaen kon How can | help? hao ken a1 help ju:
could | kod kad How could he do it? yao kod 1 du: 1t.

shall Jeel Jal/f1 We shall need to run. wI [1ni:d to ran

should | fod Jad Z\:\%sg;g 'd he care for wal [od 1 kea fo entbndr

must mast

mas (before consonants) | YOU must try your best.

jo mas trar jo: best

most (before vowels) He must eat well.

hi maest it wel

will wil

This watch’ll do.

1 (after consonants except

0is wot[l du:

/ 1/, and also after 1, he, They’II give it away.

Oeil giv 1t ower

she, we, you, they —
personal pronouns) This'll teach him.

Oisl tiitf him

The girl’ll win.

0o g3:1 o8l win

9l (after vowels and / 1/)
The boy’ll loose.

0o boral luz

would | wod

Would you come for a
wad (sentence initially) y

wad ju kam fo 2 wolk

walk?
d (after I, he, she, we, , .
you. they) He'd be happy. hi:d b1 haepr
ad (elsewhere) All would agree. o:l od ogri:

Conjunctions

an (generally Come and sit down.

kam an sit davn

everywhere) black and white bleek on wart
and end
N (occasionally after /t, Wash and wear wpJ[ n wea
d, s,z J/) Bread and butter bred n bata
This is as good as gold. | 01s 1z 9z gud 9z govld
as 27z 9Z Come as soon as
) kAm az su:n 9z ponsabl
possible.

Initial as is likely to
be accented - &2Z

As a father he was a failure

&z 9 fa:0o0 1 waz o feilja.

As for him, it is not possible to say anything.

2z for mm 1ts not posabl ta
sel enifin

better than ever bata 0an eva

than O0zn 0en/0n —
This is better than that. 01s 1z beta 0on Ot
He S.a'd that he was h1 sed 0ot 1 woz kamin
coming.

that Ot Sot This is the method that 0is 1z 0 mebad Oat
works. w3ks.
| admit that | did it. a1 admit O0eat a1 did 1t




The word that in phrases like that man, and that’s good is always pronounced daet and never

weakened.
but bat bat But, why not today bat wai not tader
Pronouns
o hi h1 (intially in a sentence) | He likes it. h1 laiks 1t
e i
I (elsewhere) Did he win? did 1 win
him hm m Give him two. gIv im tu:
h1z (intially in a His name was hiz nerm wez menfnd
his hiz sentence) mentioned.
1Z (elsewhere) They all liked his tie Oer1 o:1 laikt 1z tar
she Ji J1 Where does she live? weo doz J1l1v
ha: ha (initially in a sentence) | Her face is red. ha feis 1z red
3 (before
consonants) | 5 (ojsewhere) Take her home teik @ hauvm
her AP
ha:r haor (nitially ina Her eyes are black. her aiz o blaek
(before sentence)
vowels) dr (elsewhere) Give her a book. gIv ar @ buk
me mi: miI Bring me a chair. brin mi o tfes
we wi: WI We came here yesterday. | wi keim hio jestader
them dem dom/ Om Send them by post send 0om bai pavst
ho (initially in a Who do you want? ho doe ju wont
ho hu sentence) . :
W : U (occasionally as a The man who is standing | 08 man u:z steendin
relative pronoun) there is a thief. O0eoz o 0i:f
you ju: jo I'll tell you everything. ail tel jo evrifin
Prepositions
at et ot He’'ll come at nine. hi:l kam ot nain
fo (before consonants ) Come for coffee kam fa kof1
for for
for (before vowels ) Come for a game of kam for o gemm av tfes
chess.
from from from I've come from Delhi. arv kam from delr
of oV 5y He’s a friend of my hiz
father.
¢ tO (before vowels ) Try to ask him over. trar to sesk 1m avva
to u:
to (before consonants ) He's gone to take a test. | h1:z gon to teik o test
Articles
a el ) | want a pen ar wont s pen
an &n oan Buy me an apple. bar mi1 an apl
The thief's escaped 0o 0i:fs 1skeipt
the 5i: 09 (before consonants ) Shut the door fat 0o do:

OI (before vowels )

The apples are rotten
Wait for the end

01 &plz o rotn
wert fo 01 end




some SAM som/sm | want some tea a1 wont sem ti:

Miscellaneous words

be bi: b1 Don’t be rude. dount b1 ru:d

been bin bm He hasn’t been invited hi haeznt bin mvartid
_ S3: S9 (before consonants ) Sir William so wiljom

S S3r SOr (before vowels ) Sir Anthony sor entont

1. All the words with initial / h / (he, his, him, her, who, had, has, have) commonly lose their
/ ' h / when they occur unaccented within a sentence. But they retain / h / when they occur
initially in a sentence or when they are accented.

2. In almost all the cases, weakening is effected by the replacement of a vowel phoneme by
either /9 /,/1/ or / U/ according to the following pattern.

fa/f .
1: I

fef
1: 0

fa/
F AT
fal
fa/f
fels
fea/s

fo/f

3. is and has follow the rules for formation of the plural morpheme.




