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European Structuralism-Ferdinand de Saussure-

Structuralism

£

. As it is defined by Richards and Schmidt (2002) 1t 1S “an approach to linguistics
which stresses the importance of language as a system (p519). Therefore, language is no
longer seen as separate units ( such as-sounds; words; sentence) but as a structured system.
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Ferdinand de Saussure =~ v o

Ferdinand de Saussure isfa Swiss scholar and often known as the father of modern
linguistics. He is also known for his book “Cours de Linguistique Generale” which is a
collection of his lectures since he died without having written any major work on general
linguistics. But thanks to his students and colleagues who have collected his lecture notes
after his death to be tl}at famous book (1916) which had a great influence on linguistics
especially in Eu,rop6‘5Hej is also famous for the dichotomies he made as:
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-Signifier vs signified — = 2 - TR

-paradigmatic vs syntagmatic
et
His crucial contribution is that a&lquuage items are essentially interlinked and that
~ language is carefully built structure of inferwgven elements. Therefore, linguists since de

Saussure were structural, as structural means the recognition that language is a patterned

_§ystem composed of interdependent elements, rather than a collection of unconnected. . a,
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1.Synchrony vs diachifonj) R e

Syn ] =al] '

y frhronzc (syn=alike, chronos=time) means to study language as it is (or was) at any
particular point in time'i.e. it is th ' :

- 1time Le, it is the analysis of a language at a single point of time without
stving any attention to the other historical events' "
Diachronic (di ' .

a=through = 5 to ¢ - '
oo (h gh, chronos=time) It is to ‘look at the way in which a language
¥ ,, :
OPs or changes over time”( Buer,2007,p43) . _
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:La‘ngue'—“- 1S th? abstract system (social code). Crysfal (2007) defines it as “the sum of word-
images stored in the minds of individuals” (p411).
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